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COMMUNITY NOTES 

The most outstanding ecumenica! event for us since the last Chronicle has 

been the visit of two nuns of the Romanian Orthodox Church to England as 
guests of the Anglican Church. They made Fairacres their headquarters. Sister 
Eileen Mary writes of this as follows: 

The significance of this visit rests principally on the fact that 
the two Sisters were permitted to come at all, and were able to 
return the visit paid by Sister Brigitta CSMV and myself to 
Romania last year. This was the first officia! visit to be paid by 
nuns to this country from a Church situated in an atheist Socialist 
State of Eastern Europe and as such had a double importance 
both from a religious and a nationalist viewpoint. 

It is also significant that it was the Romanian Orthodox Church 
which was prepared to expose its nuns to influences from the West 
thus illustrating the importance of this small country in the 
ecumenica! movement. The Latin- based character of the language 
of the country, its ethnic roots, its openness to Western scholar­
ship and influences-despite the strong Orthodoxy of its religion­
all make it a bridge-country between East and West with its 
Religious more prepared than others from the East to recognise 
the significance of what they saw and experienced in this country. 
One would also like to express appreciation of the fact that it is 
women rather than men who have been allowed to make the first 
exchange, since the position of nuns in the Orthodox East is not 
that of their Western sisters, and the fact also that such a visit has 
been encouraged by His Beatitude, the Romanian Patriarch, says 
much for the enlightenment of the heads of the Church in that 
country. 

Up to the time of writing we have not heard from the nuns 
since their return to Romania so that it is not possible to record 
their impressions of the visit in retrospect but, as an observer and 
participant in their tour, I would say that the value of the visit was 
considerable. Obvious prejudices were broken down as the nuns 
met not only Anglicans, but Catholics, Baptists and groups rep­
resenting other Orthodox Churches, and discovered that they were 
both human beings and brothers and sisters in Christ. They learnt 
to appreciate a Liturgy, similar to their own in shape yet very 





open to receive the full measure of the grace of humility; open in the Holy 
Spirit to all that our crucified and risen Lord desires to share with us. lt could 
be that for us, as for St. Francis of Assisi who lived so dose to his crucified 

Redeemer that he received the marks of the Cross on his body, we could 

return to our life and work with a captivating and simple love for all people 

and all things which is a sign that the grace of humility is no abstract theme 

for an annual sermon before the University but a living reality of every day. 
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infirmity. 

We have a new Oblate Sister, Doris of the Divine Compassion, who was 

admitted on Whit Sunday. Also our first priest Companions, Father Bill 

Carrington-Smith of London; Archdeacon Merlin Davies of Christchurch 
New Zealand; Father Bill McKeachie of Canada; Father Trevor Rhodes from 
Birmingham; and Father John Saward. We are especially thankful to be 

receiving priests as companions as we can, perhaps, look forward to them 

taking regional FLG retreats in the future as they become more closely 

united to us by prayer and deeper understanding of the essential work and 
character of the Community's corporate vocation. 

As we announced in the last Chronicle, the FLG retreat at Ealing this year 

will be taken by Sister Mary Dominica from 2-6 ·October. If you have not 
already sent in your name, and wish to attend, please do ·so to: 

Mrs. Lethbridge, 32 Arterberry Road, Wimbledon, London S.W.20 

Although it is already well booked there are often last-minute cancellations. 

At this point may I also remind members of the Fellowship that there are a 

number of subscriptions for 1972 still outstanding and Mrs. Lethbridge would 
be grateful to receive these as soon as possible. 

We thank our contributors to this number. Miss Kay M. Hill O.B.E., 
formerly Assistant Inspector of Constabulary (responsible for ali matters 

affecting women police), and a Friend of Fairacres, has written an interesting 

article on the police, 'Servants of the Public'. The Warden SLG, Father Donald 

Alkhin, has written an article on the report prepared for the United Nations 
Conference on the Human Environment-which recently took place in 
Stockholm-called Only One Eartb, Tbe Care and Maintenance of a Small 

Planet, written by Barbara Ward and Rene Dubos. Father Alkhin shows the 
relevance of tl:J.is study to those concerned with the Christian Gospel and in 
particular with the monastic life. 

Two sermons, one on 'The Humility of Service and Acceptance' given by 

Father Robert Llewellyn, the new Warden of Bede House; and the other 
called 'On the Grace of Humility' by Father Derek Allen, the Principal of 
St. Stephen's House, fit in well with both these subjects. 

Next year is the sixth hundredth anniversary of Dame Julian's Revelations 

of Divine Love, which are said to have occurred on 8 May 1373, and the 

Print Room have been asked to devise some cards from her writings. 

Because, perhaps, of our dedication, one of these texts keeps recurring in 

my mind and so I will end these Community notes by sharing it with you: 

'ALL THING HATH ITS BEING BY THE LOVE OF GOD' 
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ONLY ONE EARTH 

by A.M. Allchin 

The conviction that there is a deep but not always obvious unity in things 

is one of the underlying presuppositions behind the practice of prayer. When 

we intercede, for instance, we assume that there is a coinherence, a bdonging 

together of all men, which enables us to act on behalf of one another. When 
we approach the primal unity of God, we begin to discover something more 
about the unity of mankind. It is indeed an underlying assumption in the 
whole of Christian faith, for how otherwise can the life and death of one man 

be the summing up of the life and death of ali? 

This conviction about unity is not only something which comes from the 
ancient rdigious traditions of mankind. It is something which is being re­

discovered with a new urgency at the present moment. 

The astonishing thing about our deepened understanding of 

reality over the last four or five decades is the degree to which it 

confirms and reinforces so many of the older moral insights of 

man. The philosophers told us we were one, part of a greater 

unity which transcends our local drives and needs. They told us 

that ali living things are hdd together in a most intricate web of 

interdependence. They told us that aggression and vioknce, 

blindly breaking down the delicate relationships of existence, 

could lead to destruction and death. These were, if you like, 

intuitions drawn in the main from the study of human societies 

and behaviour. What we now learn is that they are factual des­

criptions of the way in which our universe actually works. Both 

the devdopment of atomic science and the piecing together of the 

planet's and of man's evolution-master intdlectual achievements 

of modem times-have provided a solid basis for a completely 

new appreciation of the unity, interdependence and precarious­

ness of the human condition. 1

These lines come from one of the most important and fascinating books to 

have been published in recent years, Only One Eartb, The Care and 

Maintenance of a Small Planet by Barbara Ward and Rene Dubos. It 

is a report prepared for the United J.lations Conference on the Human 

I. Published by Penguin Books at 4Sp 
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partial and limited self of our present consciousness, while the true self, the 

self we rise to and discover is the total self, the self being renewed in the like­

ness of Christ. But our Lord does not just talk about all this. He lives it and 

dies it. lt is on the Cross that we see the limitlessness of his love and the 

absoluteness of his humility. It is of this that we are to learn. 'Learn from 

me.' The apostle who entered most deeply into his mind writes thus of the 

folly and the wisdom of the Cross which we are to learn from Christ in 

another of this sermon's prescribed texts: 

God chose to save those who have faith by the folly of the Gospel ... 

we proclaim Christ-yes, Christ nailed to the Cross ... to those who 

have heard his call ... he is the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. (1 Cor. 1 :20-24.) 

From the Cross we are to learn a divine wisdom and a divine love limitless to 

the point of scandalous folly. There in the Cross is the fullness of that 

renewing of mind and heart that the grace of humility brings about: Lord, 

make my heart like your heart. 

This wisdom and folly of the Cross you discern in the lives-and deaths­

of the saints. There is the longing of a Charles de Foucauld for total abnega­

tion: to take the last place of ali, the place he discovered had been taken once 

for all by our Lord. There is that special prophetic vocation in the Russian 

Church, the 'fool of Christ', for as Paul saw, we are not just to be fools-that 

won't save anyone-but fools for Christ's sake. There is what Ignatius Loyola 

called the 'third mode of humility', when the praise and glory of the divine 

majesty being equal, and his will not otherwise indicated: 

... for the better imitation of Christ our Lord and the more actual 

likeness to him, I wish and choose rather poverty with Christ poor than 

riches; reproaches with Christ laden with reproaches than honours; and 

I desire to be accounted a good-for-nothing and a fool for Christ's sake, 

who before me was held for such, rather than wise and prudent in this 

world. 

Sometimes we are told that there are many things in the lives of the 

saints we are to admire but not to imitate. Certainly this is consoling and 

comforting advice, though I beg leave to wonder whether it is comfort of 

the authentic-and Latin-kind. Be that as it may, let us at least admire this 

limitlessness of love and absoluteness of humility; let us pray that we may be 
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Environment which took place in Stockholm in June this year. In its own way 
it is itself a small symbol of intemational collaboration for its two authors 
prepared it with the assistance of 152 consultants drawn from fifty-eight 
countries. One can hardly ask for a better, clearer or more balanced intro­
duction to the subject of ecology, the study of man's environment. 

What relevance has this newly developing study for one concerned with the 
Christian gospel, and in parricular with the monastic life? I shall try to 
suggest a number of ways in which it has which will, I hope, encourage you 
to read Barbara Ward for yourself, and then go on thinking along the various 
lines of thought which open up. 

a) The world ìn which we live is not infinite. This is a statement so
obvious that one would think it unnecessary to make it. Y et we stili treat 
the resources of our planet as though they were for all practical purposes 
limitless. The sea looks so big that in human thought and imagination it has 
often been a symbol for the infinite, and yet, of course, it is not unending. 
If we go on pouring refuse of various kinds into it, how long will it remain a 
source of life and refreshment for us? The experts are not agreed on bow

long it will be. But they are agreed that the problem ìs a real one and an 
urgent one; that we could do irreparable damage to the oceans of this planet, 
and perhaps quite soon. Similarly, most of us have never considered that the 
envelope of atmosphere which surrounds our planet is equally limited, and no 
less fragile. We have too easily imagined that if we could get things up into 
the air they would simply go away! But it is not so easy as that. 

Why is it that these questions, which turn on the limited nature of the 
planet we live on, have become suddenly so urgent? Because within the last 
century the population of the planet has expanded as never before in the 
history of mankind, and is certain to go on expanding for at least another 
half century. To find how the human population can stabilise its numbers in 
the twenty-first century is an absolute necessity for the future of man. There 
are many more of us than there have ever been before, and we are using up 
vastly larger amounts of the earth's materiai resources. None of these things 
are infinite. Ali demand wise and understanding stewardship. For whom are 
we stewards? For our own generation alone, for future generations, or for 
the one who is the ultimate source of life? 

b) The technological and scientific development which has created this
new situation for mankind has been the result of a great concentration of 
human thought and energy on mastering the material world and making 

things from it. Man has been from the beginning a tool maker, one who has 
sought to make his own environment around him. But in the last three or four 
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open to receive the full measure of the grace of humility; open in the Holy 
Spirit to all that our crucified and risen Lord desires to share with us. lt could 
be that for us, as for St. Francis of Assisi who lived so dose to his crucified 

Redeemer that he received the marks of the Cross on his body, we could 

return to our life and work with a captivating and simple love for all people 

and all things which is a sign that the grace of humility is no abstract theme 

for an annual sermon before the University but a living reality of every day. 
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