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C O M M U N I T Y N O T E S 

The Mother General and various Sisters. 

If you have not been to Fairacres since the summer 
of last year and you approach the convent via Daubeny 
Road and the main drive, you will at once exclaim, 

0

How 
different and what has happened?''. The answer to that 
query is that St. Teresa v s Lodge and the Print Room 
(from which this Chronicle comes) is now standing as if 
it had always been there on the grass lawn that was 
formerly known as �he rose garden ° . To be accurate four 
of the limes which had grown rather overwhelming by the 
old convent drive have also been cut down so that the 
general effect is one of great-er space and more light. 

ST. TERESA 8S LODGE is primarily a self-contained 
annexe where at present I am, and where I have my main 
office, but there is an easy two-way traffic lane' into 
the convent by day and by night. All would, I am sure, 
agree that as our photograph shows this extension 
rounds off the end of the original doctor's house which 
in 1911 became the first 'Fairacres', and makes a very 
pleasing picture as seen from the garden, 

Perhaps a little community history would be of 
interest to you. ••There is not enough room,. has been a 
recurrent cry throughout the community's life. The 
little back street cottage of 1906 was soon too small 
for the first Sisters who then moved to Cowley Rd. to a 
house about the size of -Fellowship House, building a 
shed in the garden as a temporary chapel . 

.In 1911, again through lack of space, the Sisters 
moved to Fairacres House, now known affectionately as 
'the old convent'. As numbers increased they used the 
adapted upper floors of the stables and old bacon factory 
the stables themselves becoming the laundry. 
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In 1923 the former market garden which had belonged 
to Fair acres House became the site of ·St.· Mary I s block 
and the new chapel with its thirty-two stalls - would 
they ever be filled? Yes, indeed, they were and are, 

In 1928, a small band of Sisters left Fairacre·s for 
the first Daughter House at Boxmoor, then a vi1l·age 
attached to the relatively small town ofHemel Hempstead 
which is now an urban centre - one of the leading New 
Towns of the London ~pill-over' area. Former readers of 
the Fellowship Letters will remember the account of the 
new chapel and extended convent building which the 
Bishop of St. Albans blessed and dedicated in 1965. 

Our Convent at Burwash came into being in 1935, and 
the latest expansion of our life is, as you also know, 
in the lavra of those drawn to a form of a more solitary 
life of prayer at Bede House in Kent. 

ST. GILBERT OF SEMPRINGHAM - what goes on there ? 
Sister Marjorie writes - "It is a memorial to our late 
Warden, Father Gilbert Shaw, whose generosity made the 
printing press and its workapossibility. The Community 
being his chief literary execut6rs are editing and 
printing his hitherto unpublished papers, and this is 
one of the main works of the Print Room. Also as some 
of you know, both his 

11
A Pilgrim's Book of Prayers" and 

1t n -The Face of Love are now out of print, Mowbrays have 
given us permission to print extracts from the former. 

The Press from time to time also prints small pam­
phlets on spirituality. In addition, it produces the 
Chronicle, prints cards and notelets for Christmas, 
Easter and various occasions to help it to become self­
supporting. We can print your note paper! ! " 

As this goes to print our thoughts have been 
directed through the Weekaf Prayer for Christian Unity 
towards Christian unity as a whole and, in particular, 
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We have also accepted three other aspirants, B-a:rbara, 
Elsie and Nancy who hope to enter the Novi1:-±ate in the 
coming months. Please pray for them and for -t-he two 
Novices who have left and returned to a· l·if-e of christ­
ian service in the world. 

In October a young America:n student asked to be 
allowed to share our life for si.x months as ·a form of 
spiritual training, although with no thought 0£ testing 
her vocation. She· has entered fully into··the life and 
discipline of the Novitiate, and the experiment appears 
to have been a worth-while one both ·for the student. and 
for ourselves. 

Finally, we ask 
Canadian postulant, 

your prayers for Christine, our 
who is to receive the Habit of our 

Community at First Vespers of Sexagesima, February 8th, 
that she and all those in training in our Novitiate may 
have stability to persevere through the costing purifi­
cation· of life which alone can lead to joy and 
fulfilment in our vocation. 

_EC~NICAL NEWS 

Each year as we share with our fellow christians in 
the observance of the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity, we are conscious of the increasing range and 
depth of relationships into which we are being dram 
with Monastic Communities of the East and West. 

Typical of many such encounters are two visits 
which we have been privileged to receive recently. 

Early in January, Abbot Aelred of Quarr Abbey in 
the Isle of Wight, who was conducting a Retreat at 
Cowley, came to· tea and Vespers, • listening appr.e.ciat­
ively to the English rendering of the plain chant, and 
sharing insights into the reform of the Monastic Office 
with us. Since Quarr Abbey is a House of the Solesmnes 
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C H R I S T I A N U N I T Y 

A Homily· given by the Warden S .L.G. in the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cam.of' 
Galilee! and manifested forth his glory, and his 
disciples believed on him." (St.John 2) 

This miracle of the changing of the water into 
wine makes the completion of the three great mysteries 
which the Epiphany commemorates - the coming of the 
Magi, the Baptism of our Lord, and the first miracle 
that he wrought. As wehave been thinking during these 
days, the Epiphany, the manifestation of God, is not only 

·the revelation of God to man, but it is also the 
revelation of God i!!:_ man, That of course is itself the 
very message of Christmas, that God himself has come to 
dwell with us, Emmanuel: Yes, but also to dwell in us, 
He ha:s taken our ·human nature and united it with his 
own divine nature. 

And this miracle speaks of the transforming power 
of God in the life of man. This story of the wedding 
feast is, I suppose, one of the most beautiful, most 
attractive stories in the whole of the Gospel, a moment 
of the greatest joy and the fulfilment of man's natural 
life, the celebration of the coming together of man and 
woman. It is here that our Lord begins to reveal his 
purpose and design of taking up human life and trans­
forming it, so that the water which was to be used for 
washing, the simple symbol of our everyday existence, is 
taken up and transformed into the Kingdom of God. The 
simple, thin element of water, if you like our daily 
li·fe in time, is taken up by the power of God and 
transformed into the fulness of his eternal Being, 
Already here at the very beginning of the Gospel there 
is a kind of anticipation of the end of the Gospel. 
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Surely we see this very clearly a:t this present 
time when we think about the situation between Anglicans 
and Methodists, During the next six months we shall 
certainly be in for a lot of controversy, much of which 
will be, I expect, very superficial, and not ·to be too 
much regarded 0 ''controversial argument is apt to be 
shallow", says Father Benson. These two Churches have 
come before God with certain proposals which are as far 
as human skill can make them, fairly good ones, They 
are proposals which should receive what the compil·ers 
of the 1662 Prayer Book asked for their work -"such 
just and favourable construction as in common e·qui ty 
ought to be allowed to all human writings'·\ but· the 
whole development of the situation- depends· upon whether 
our two Churches and all those who are in them are pre­
pared really to wait upon <:iod to re·ceive the unity 
which he wills. It may be that God will take this 
particular proposal which we offer ·to him and ·make· it 
the vehicle of his purpose. It may be he will not. It 
may be that we shall not be sufficiently pliant, 
obedient to his word, to know what he wants, so that we 
may frustrate his first purpose for us, either by push­
ing on with the thing in our own strength, which is not 
what he wants, or - as I myself would rather fear - by 
refusing to go forward with them through our own fear 
and lack of trust, But the great thing is - we 
should all, together, wait upon God, knowing that what­
ever he gives us, will not leave us unchanged, if we 
are truly repentant. 

This unity which God gives in the Church and in the 
Community is a unity which takes up the unities of 
nature and transforms, purifies and transfigures them. 
That surely is what this miracle says to us. The little 
unity of man and woman in marriage is taken up and 
transformed, filled by God with his heavenly being, And 
so the unity and integrity of the whole person of each 
one who offers his life to God in the chastity of 
single life or celibacy is also to be transformed. 
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be revealed in the effects of his sacramental touch, 
whether immediately, as when he touched the leper and 
healed him, or whether through the hem of his garment, 
or whether through the saints, his living members, 
according to his promise. Thus, according to the 
Scriptures, the sacrament al touch of the Church is the 
touch of Christ, and her system is deifica disciplina, 
a discipline or rule which in some sense makes men gods 
and the human divine. All this depends on the verity 
of the Incarnation, therefore his Mother is especially 
instrumental in it; besides being as nearest to him the 
most glorious instance of it. "The Mother of Jesus is 
there, and both Jesus and his disciples are called' -
(he as the Bridegroom, the Author of the whole. mystery, 
they as ministers, servants and instruments) to this 
mysterious 'marriage' or Communion of Saints." (Keble) 

This is the unit of man with God into which we 
are called in this mysterious Supper, this Feast of the 
Kingdom which we now celebrate together here. This is 
the mysterious Communion of Saints which is our life 
together in the Church. This unity is the unity within 
ourselves to which we are called in the fulness of 
God's gift of unity to us and in us. 

A.M, .Allchin 

oooOOooo 
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devotional type, out of which they grew and which they 
in turn influenced. There exist a host of prayers, 
meditations, sermons, tracts on spiritual direction, 
hymns, poems, etc., which were used by anyone who took 
their religion seriously, whether in the cloister or 
not, 

It is to certain of these tracts on spiritual direct·­
ion that Dr, Joliffe has directed our attention; he has 
shown also how relevant are the directions that they 
contain for any spiritual life in any age, In a future 
copy of the Chronicle we hope to print an article which 
shows another part of the same picture, by discussing 
that long and very beautiful collection of Middle 
English prayers which were put together in the four­
teenth century to form the meditation called A Talking 
of the Love of God, We hope that this will give a new 
dimension to our understanding of the spiritual guides 
we already know and follow, 

Those English spiritual writers who lived between 
1350 and 1400 wrote in an age of confusio~ division and 
disaster on social, political and ecclesiastical levels, 
Yet they had a vision of things eternal and a serious, 
common-sense, balanced concern for the Kingdom of God 
which speaks tu us in an age of equal "distress of 

t . .. 
na ions ~-- The lesser as well as the greater are still 
able to guide those who are willing and able to follow 
their teaching and "lift up their hearts unto God with 
a meek stirring of love· and mean himself, and none of 
his goods"" (Cloud 16/3) 

Sister Benedicta SLG 
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Not more than about one per cent of manuscripts 
circulating in fifteenth century England remain to us 
today; so very probably there were many more tracts of 
this type about which we know nothing. When we remember 
that books in manuscript were rare and that most people 
benefited from them by hearing them read (as Margery 
Kemp did), this will give us some- indication of the 
influence which writings of this type probably had in 
England during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

It has been impossible to examine the teaching 
given in all the tracts. A group of forty-seven directed 
to men and women living under rule affords- an adequate 
basis of comparison with the better-known writings of 
the period, and so has been considered in detail. The 
emphasis in this 
the stress lies 

group is the same as in the others; 
heavily upon growth in the spiritual 

life, and to a much less extent, upon the destruction 
of sinful habits and the right use of the Religious 
life as means to this growth. A superficial reading of 
the tracts would suggest a heavy preoccupation with 
building up virtues; but closer examination reveals how 
very difficult it is to isolate their teaching on 
virtue from four closely related topics. 

First, virtue is related to the process of purgation 
whereby sinful habits are overcome by the conscious 
pursuit of virtues, and mortifications are employed to 
restrain and discipline the newly converted soul. All 
tracts insist that sin is utterly abhorrent to God and 
must be resisted. All insist that this resistance 
involves the positive pursuit of virtue~ for, as An 
Epistle of St.Jerome expresses it, "it is not eno~gh ~ 
be idle from evil deeds if you are also idle from good 
deeds", Many tracts attempt no further analysis or 
classification:the fact of sin is of the utmost import­
ance, and all else about sin is secondary to it. The 
principal classification which is used (when any is) is 
that of the seven capital sins: but only three tracts 
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Two tracts teach that to wear the Religious Habit 
implies faithfulness to the spiritual dispositions 
required of the Religious, 

the habit which you wera, you must live up to in 
your deeds. I pray you that you deck the habi.t of 
your Order with good habits of life. Th~ habit is 
holy: let your mind and your purpo.se be the same. 

Noteworthy in all the tracts is the warning~against 
that sin which was obviously so widespread in the com­
munities, _the habit of speaking against others and- pas­
sing judgment upon them. 

Don't gnaw at a:nother"s life, Amend in yourself 
whatever you detract in another. And if you must 
detract, detract your own sins, 

This, the besetting sin of the mediaeval Religious, was 
a complete denial of the spirit of the Religious Life, 

Third, virtue is related to the right acceptance and 
use of temptations and tribulations,which not ·only test 
the ·sufferer"s devotion to God, but also provide the 
means whereby his will may be committed to God more 
firmly, Th~s temptations may profit a man, for if they 
are resisted successfully by· the grace of God 1 they 
strengthen him in virtue and "in God'' s service. So the 
Westminster Pater Noster expounds Et ne nos inducas -in 
temptationem 

You should not pray that you will not be tempted· but 
you should pray that you will not be overcome when 
you are tempted. As gold is tested and clean~ed by 
fire and a brave knight is tested and strengthened 
in hard battle, so a man is tested and strengthened 
in hard temptations, The greater the temptation, the 
more the man is strengthened in virtue and in grace, 
if he withstands it bravely and patiently, 

The Doctrine of the Hear!, teaches that when the soul is 
giving himself to God, his heart is tried and made ready 
in the fire of tribulations, so that reproofs are suf­
fered readily, all carnal affections are withdrawn from 
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but runs about Him with a.burning love and piteously 
pTeads before Hod his longing to enter into His 
heart. But God pretends to be unkind and discourt­
eous, and keeps him· at a distance like a man who 
takes no notice of his lover. The earnest soul 
still waits with longing desire, trusting to receive 
what he came for. Then God with loving countenance 

takes the soul and puts him in to the midst of his 
heart. Then all the world, or I believe, all heaven 
and hell, cannot express the joy that the soul feels 
in his Lord and Love. Amen. 

In all, only twelve tracts provide specific teaching 
on contemplation, although others offer instruction on 
particular problems connected with prayer. 

The relationship between virtue and the life of 
prayer is brought out also in the treatment given in 
the tracts to charity and meekness. The Manner of Good 
Living defines charity as "a love by which God is loved 
for his goodness and our neighbour for God .. , and intro­
duces the concept of ordinat.e charity, a properly order­
ed will loving God, and all things :iin right proportion 
under him, which occurs in other tracts and enables many 
of them to insist that charity is essential to virtue; 
for charity, 0 which is God", is the root of all virtue: 

if it is absent, a man practises other virtues in 
vain; and if it is present, everything else is 
present and profitable. 

Two tracts expounding the threefold way borrow from 
Hilton to teach the need for meekness and charity in 
the illuminative way, and from the Scale and the Cloud 
treatises to describe the union of the unitive way to 
which the soul comes by means of ••a blind shot with the 
sharp arrow of longing loven" A small addition in one 
of these tracts gives added emphasis to the importance 
of love in the contemplative life which 

lies especially in perfect love and charity felt 
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However, the tracts contain much that is reward::trrg, and 
there is a surprising unanimity both in basic doctrine 
and practical guidance when tracts and better-known 
treatises discuss the same matters. These writings 
provide an illuminating background to Hilton's writings 
and the Cloud treatises in particular; they provide a 
new insight into the spirituality of Englishmen in the 
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries; and they clearly 
demand much more careful examination than they have 
hitherto been given. 

MIDDLE ENGLISH TRACTS ON PRAYER 

This pamphlet, also by Dr. Peter Joliffe will 
be available shortly price 1/- plus postage 
on application to Sr. Marjorie at Fairacres. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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WHO IS A CHRISTIAN? Hans Urs von Balthasar. Burns and 
Oates. 12/6. 

Balthasar at his simplest and best. An excellent 
critique of much contemporary loose thinking. 

LOVE ALONE"-THE WAY-OF REVE.LATION Hans Urs von Balthasar 
Burns and Oates. 1-4/6-

Not an easy Balthasar, but wit-h many -brilliant 
glimpses into the meaning of the essential Good News -
the news of the glory of God who is love. 

THOU ART THERE ALSO. 
GOD,DEA~H AND HELL 

Michael Paternoster. S.P.C.K. 
18/6 

An excellent statement of fundamental· christian 
belief on these last things. Especially r~commended for 
those who have given up thinking or believing at this 
point. 

IN TIME OF TEMPI'ATION~ Ladilaus Boros. Burns & Oates, 
12/6 

A profound meditation on our Lord~s temptations, 
penetrating deeply into the mystery of the Christ life 
which must become too the mystery of our lives in him. 
Another Boros - another 1 must 9

• 

MEETING GOD IN MAN: Ladilaus Boros. Burns & Oates. 

Boros here explores the meaning of our search for 
God in the only terms in which it is possible, the 
achieving of human maturity in present relationships. 

THE LITURGY OF PENANCE: John Gunstone. Faith Press. 
9/6 

A good brief account of the history and pr·actice of 
confession down the christian centuries, and concluding 
with a discussion of the present situation, new experi-
ments, etc. 
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BEYOND THE SHADOWS: Eileen Mitson. Oliphants, 13/6, 

A mother writes of the dying and death of her young 
daughter striken with leukaemia:; A deeply moving 
account of a personal experience of -the essential 
christian mystery. 

NEVER END ING FLOWER: Susie Younger. Collins Harvill, 
30/­

A quiet and humble account of the work of an heroic 
young woman who has given herself completely and -for 
life to Godis dispossessed in Korea. 

RELIGIOUS LIFE 

THE RELIGIOUS LIFE: Sister Edna Mary DSS.CSA. Penguin. 
6/-

The early death of Sister Edna Mary last year was a 
great loss tcr the Church of England. In this her last 
book, she gives us an outline history of the develop­
ment of the Religious Life through the centuries, and a 
valuable discussion of its meaning and purpose today. 
Much the best book so far by an An~lrcan available on 
the subject. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ETC. 

VISION AND TACTICS: TOWARDS AN ADULT CHURCH: 
Gabriel Moran. Burns & Oates, 18/-

A most refreshing new look at the meaning and pur­
pose of christian education. 
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COMPANIONS 

We welcome a new Companion 
Mary Ann Ferrier (Mrs) 7 Darwin Lane. Remuera Aukland 5 

New Zealand. 

Change of Address 
Dr.'Khuri Otaqui. 

R.I.P. 
Florence J.iingham. 

P.O. Box 19082. Jerusalem. Israel. 

OBLATES 

F .·L. G • RETREAT 

The retreat will be held at St. Helena's Retreat 
House, Ealing. October 6th - 10th. 
Conductor - The Reverend K.G. Symcox, the Warden 

of U.S.P.G. Fellowship. 

Please send your names as soon as possible to the 
F.L.G. Secretary - Mrs.Lethbridge at her new address. 
Companions or Oblates are welcomed. 

Old Nylon Stockings 

The garden Sisters are grateful to all who answered 
this request and now have an ample supply. 

S.L.G. PRESS 

The Press can supply Easter Cards and Notelets -
Cards from 6d - lld each 
Notelets 6 for 4/- (two each of three designs) 
Chr~stmas cards and notelets and other cards also 
available. 

Please apply to Sister Marjorie at Fairacres. 
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