




COMMUNITY NOTES 

The American space probe which reached the planet Saturn 
some weeks ago is reported to have sent back evidence that 
things which cannot be in fact are-to the amazement and 
amusement of scientists and others. As I write these notes the 
season of Advent has just begun and we sing the Office hymn 
for Vespers, 'Creator of the Stars of Night', with awe and grati­
tude for the further wonders of the universe we have learned 
about since last year, as well as for the intimations of infinite 
mystery which will always be beyond our human grasp. 

Also of topical concern are the tragic consequences of the 
earthquake in southern Italy, and we are reminded in all the 
news bulletins we read and see and hear of the terrible plight of 
its victims. How can we pray for them with love and companion­
ship except in light of the Incarnation, another of 'the 
things that cannot be and that are'? We believe that because 
God was 'silly in the crib' (to quote from John Saward's book, 
Perfect Fools which is reviewed in this Chronicle) as Jesus of 
Nazareth, he has been, and always will be, humanly present 
with every being. We can affirm this for others and ourselves 
in our thought and prayer, certainly, but also in some measure 
practically by learning to cherish each successive present 
moment as the meeting point time and eternity where mortal 
and immortal converge. Father Roland Walls, in a talk given 
recently at F airacres, pointed us graphically to fact that all 
we've got is 'now'; much as we should like to, we cannot 
possess the past or the future. In the Eucharist we may use that 
proclamation of faith which tries to express the inexpressible in 
the words 'Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 
again'. God was, is, and shall be; he transcends time and yet he 
is of it and in it. He turns our worldly values upside down and, 
in a climate of opinion where achievement and enjoyment are 
all-important, we do well to look closely at the element of folly 
in the Advent message. 

'Behold thy king cometh unto thee ... lowly and riding upon 
an ass ... ' (Zech. 9:9). The Messiah whose coming was pro­
phesied in the Old Testament and who is recognised by Chris­
tians in Jesus is humble, gentle, and also slightly ridiculous. So 
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