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C O M M U N I T Y N O T E S P A R T I 

THE REVEREND MOTHER GENERAL 

We must remember first and foremost that the 
Chronicle is a family affair intended to link together 
the expanding number of those of you who are associated 
with thepommuni ty of the Sisters of the Love of God 
wherever you may be, so I will begin with news of the 
Convents, 

Sister Rachel Mary of the Ascension made her final 
Vows in February and Sister Esther Mary of the Epiphany 
made her profession two weekslater o 

have 
that 
ori 

We are awaiting the transference of two Sisters who 
already been professed in Active Orders and hope 

the formalities for their release from their 
Communities will have been �nm=1=+�A 

Erratum 

2 Paragraph 4 should read 

Our most recently clothed Novice came to us 

from Australia and our next postulant, who should be 

with us by June, is a Canadian from Vancouver, so the 

Commonwealth character of the Novitiate continues to 

expand , o , 

- -- - -� --� "�"'" QUU. we uurbt:ives 1.nau1ged in 
the influenza epidemic over Christmas, Indeed I cannot 
remember a time when so many of us were out of action 
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at the same moment 
living and service. 

a grand opportunity for communal 

We have recently been deeply concerned for our 
Sister Faith who was in St, Bartholomew's hospital but 
is now convalescing� Sister Grace (Burwasi) at the age 
of ninety-six broke her leg, and the shock took away 
her remaining failing sight. Many of you will know 
of her as she heads the list in age of our grand com­
pany of "elder brethren" some of whom go back in memory 
to the first days of the Community under Father Hollings 
S S,J,E, at the beginning of the present century, 

Many of you write so kindly and concernedly about 
myself, I am no longer of any interest or):::oncern to 
the medical profession, thank you very much o I cannot 
cease to be grateful for the wonderful skill and care I 
received all last year, and for the prayer and support 
of so many that has contributed so largely to my recov­
ery, 

An Experiment with German Measles 

While we are speaking of medical matters, it may be 
of interest to you to know that we were asked by our 
Visitor, the Bishop of Oxford, if we would take part in 
an experiment testing out a vaccine against Rubella, As 
you know many handicapped children are born because the 
expectant mother has caught German measles, and we were 
only too pleased to have a share in anything to counter­
act this, In the process a close link was forged with 
the hospital at Great Ormond Street which was sponsoring 
the scheme and the doctors who cam2 to us to make test& 
The experiment in"\d..ved the frequent collecting of 
blood specimens, etc., and taxis were laid on to col� 
lect them and put them on the London train" It was a 
great joy to us to learn that the results had helped 
forward the project. Sisters of the ri age group 
both at Fairacres and at Boxmoor took part, 
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A Visit from the City of London Police 

A link has also been forged with another aspect of 
our national life - with the City of London Police.This 
came about because one of our Novices was a member of 
that ::force for many years, Three policemen - all of 
then; not less than 6 feet 4 inches - came to spend the 
afternoon at Fairacres, an inspector; a sergeant and a 
constable and we had an enjoyable and instructive time 
hearing about their life and training and sharing our 
common experiences: At the end I told the inspector 
that he could come and be head of the Community and I 
would undertake the training of his cade�s � But the 
touching thing was the letter be wrote afterwards say­
ing they all deeply appreciated the contact with the 
Community, and how deeply aware they were o f  our 'common 
service cJ: the public 0 the unity of the contemplative 
enclosed life and the police force: 

Advisory Council Working Party 

The Werking Party of the Advisory Council for ·che 
Renewal cf Religious Life has continued to meet here at: 
Fairacres at intervals, This has been both a privilege 
and a real opportunity to .:onside::.� in depth the prc.,b­
lems common tc all forms of renewal to-day throU:ghc,ut 
the whole Church and therefore in the Religious Life as 
part of the Church c 

AN ECUMENICAL VISIT 

In tr:is ::ontext one Saturday stands oct: part:ic\112.:-1:, 
when there 

Catholic and 
We provided 

,;;;as 2-n ecumenical gro;.:!p ::,f six Roman 
six Anglican Re!.igicus her·e at ?air acres, 

the backgro�nd �or their discussicns en 
silence and its relevancy ":o ·che l::.fe of pra:,c:;:- ar:_c. 
monastic c.cmmi tment today, They ·,vere ,;ii th us frcri, 
12  till 5 p.m, and we were deeply :1ware by the ·c:.rr,e 
they all drove off La their minibus -that we had eaten 
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together, talked together and prayed together as one 
family with no sense of distinction between Christian 
Communions or between those of us who were from active 
and those from enclosed communities. That in itself 
made it a more than worthwhile experience. 

Memorial to Father Gilbert 

I am often asked what is the Community memorial to 
Father Gilbert. The answer is obvious - the Community 
itself in its expanding corporate life. But within 
this wide context there is a plan which he himself 
initiated, the completion of which would, I know, 
him great joy. Circumstances have determined its char­
acter. Thereis urgent need for more room-space with­
in the convent u t Fairacres and the only available 
place now remaining where building can further be done 
and which will conform with local by-laws is on the lawn 
just inside the big gates at the Daubeny Road entrance. 
Here, as an extension to the old Convent, we are build-

St.Teresa's Lodge where in future you will find me. 
At right angles to this will be a block dedicated to 
Father Gilbert's patron saint, Gilbert of Sempringham, 
where the print press, his ft to the Community., 
will be housed, and Sister Marjorie will be its guard­
ian�nd operator. Both these extensions will obviously 
fill a need, and will release four cells within the 
Convent, 

The function of the print press is first to 
print the Chronicle and other Community material as it 
is needed, As Father Gilbert's literary executors SLG. 
has a big work ahead going through his very valuable 
papers and many letters on spiritual direction which do 
exist and which we hope to print in time as a permanent 
record of Father Gilbert as a spiritual director and 
mystical theol an. 

The Office S.L.G. has for some yeers coped with an 
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ever increasing mail and a demand for Roneod pamphlets, 
conferences on spirituality in general and letters to 
and for the Community's ''outer Circles"" This it will 
continue to do. There is ample scope for both it and 
the printing press. 

Father Gilbert 0 s book of intercessory prayers, 
Sitio, has sold very well indeed - over 400 copies have 
gone so we have now less than 100 left, if any of you 
were thinking of applying for it" We give here a 
preliminary notice of a book of his poems which will 
appear shortly. 

His Pilgrim Book of Prayers is now out of print and 
very few copies exist, which S. L.G. have bought up, so 
any requests for it should be made to Sister Marjorie" 
The introduction to that book still remains an out­
standing instruction on affective prayer. Copies of the 
Face of Love can also be obtained from us, There are 
still some complete sets of the Glastonbury Prayers, 

Jesus, my Lord, my Love, my All 
who was, and is, and is to come, 

grant me to know that thou art here 
within my heart, 

that all my life be given thee 
to bear thy fruit, 

to know and live the fellowship of love 
in thetribulation of this passing world 
in the coming of the kingdom which is thine, 
in the patience that fulfils thy will 

until I see and know thee 
as thou art 
my Lord, my God, 

Christ is risen, alleluia� 
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''AND SITTETH ON THE RIGHT HAND OF THE FATHER'' 

"Stephen being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stead­
fastly into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus 
standing on the right hand of God, and said, 'Behold I 
see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing on 
the right hand of God, "" 

What did St"Stephen see? If he had seen a visual 
representation of God the F2.ther, whom no man hath 
seen nor can see, with Jesus at his right hand,why 
then did he immediately; in echoing the Lord's first 
and last words from the Cross, transfer their address -
'Lord .Jesus,receive my spirit", "Lord, lay not this sin 
to their charge?', What he sees is indeed the Lord 
Jesus, but with the sense that beyond his visible human 
figure is all the eternity of the invisible Godhead, 
He, the Lord Jesus, is on the right hand of God's power, 
God's action in this world of time and space, opening 
heaven to us, So the Lord himself spoke in answer to 
the high priest - ''Art thou the Christ?"" ''I am, and ye 
shall see the Son of Man s:_tt=.ng at the right hand of 
power, and coming with the :clouds of heaven", - so S, 
Mark has it:in S,Matthew it is slightly alterect,"Hence-, 
forth ye shall see the Son of Man sitting at the right 
hand of power, and coming upon the clouds of heaven", 
S,Luke definitely brings it to an iITLmediate fulfilment, 
"From now shall the Son of Man be seated at the right 
hand of the power of God" � 

The ''right hand of God" means then somehow the power 
of God, In fact, apart from the St,Stephen Passage, the 
GospeJs and Acts give us only one example of the simple 
phrase, "the right h2nd of God", and that in the appen­
dix to St.Mark (16:19), We probably should not stress 
the difference o f  use between the Gospels and Acts, 

-
" " ,, 

ek dexion, to the right , and the Epistles, en dexia, 
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"on the right hanct'' o In the Epistles we have "on the 
right hand o f  God", simply, five times (Rom, 8:34: 
Eph. 1:20; Col. 3:1; Heb. 10:12; I Pet o 3:22);'af the 
majesty" once (Heb, 8:1); "of the throne of God" once 
(Heb. 12:2). Behind all these passages we have to rem­
ember the verse of the psalm quoted by our Lord, and 
recorded in each of the Synoptic Gospels - and again 
quoted by St.Peter at Pentecost, and in the Epistle to 
the Hebrews (1:13) - "The Lord said unto m y  Lord, Sit 
thou on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footstool". 

So much for the New Testament basis of our credal 
assertion - "ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of the Father". I suppose normally we just 
think of it a s  the proclamation that the Church on 
earth has its head in heaven, • whither Jesus Christ is 
gone before". We think of the risen body as the Disci­
ples saw it after the resurrection - and are rather 
embarrassed at trying to place that on the throne of 
eternity. We are confused by thinking of the outward 
body rather than the whole man, But it is the whole man 
who is raised to the throne of Eternity, 

Even the Body is marked not only with the print of 
the nails and the spear-thrust. Its navel is there as 
the indelible mark of the cutting of the umbilical cord, 
separating the only-begotten Son and Word of God from 
the womb of her from whom for nine months he had drawn 
his whole bodily life. If even the outward body carries 
upon it an indelible record of its whole history, this 
is still truer of the complete person. So we retain in 
ourselves memories of whole life, which seem forgotten 
but can be revived o I had a friend slowly dying of 
a creeping paralysis which confined him to his chair; 
and I was constantly surprised at his detailed memory 
for places of whichjhe had only a passing knowledge, We 
all know the stories o f  how in nearness to death a man 
finds his whole past life coming before him. But we can 
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go further than this�-

A projector casts an image upon a screen, but all 
the lights are on, and the image is invisible o Draw 
the curtain and turn out the lights, and the same image 
is bright. Our memory is like that image o Draw that 
curtain in death and there remains revealed the picture 
of the life that has been, complete in every detail, 
The past is no longer the past: it is present and real, 
though the fact that life is growth and not just pas­
sage must surely give the final stage a special import­
ance as embracing all that has gone before. Even so 
the humanity of Jesus which is taken u p  to the throne 
of heaven is the whole of his human life. It is the 
Babe of Bethlehem, the Boy in the Temple, the Youth of 
the ''hidden years", who reigns there, no less than the 
crucified young Prince of Glory O It was no false in­
stinct by which frequently in the history of the Church 
we find the Christ in vision appearing as a child o 

But here we meet the ether ·tr2tll. The throne of 
God is the throne of Eternity, tc which all time is 
equally present, from the beginning of creation to the 
final consummation, The right hand of his power is 
God's working in all his creaticn. So when that thirty 
three year life is taken up in its completeness to the 
right hand of power, it is seen to spread its kingdom 
backwards as well as forwards. In Salisbury Chapter­
House and again and again in the early Middle Ages, 
the Creator is depicted as the Lord Jesus: and what­
ever anthropomorphist dangers this may suggest, it is 
more orthodox than Michaelangelo's grey-beard Creatoc 
The Word speaking to Moses a.t the Burning Bush is the 
Lord '' I AM", who will be incarna-ce. And Moses on Sinai 
and Elijah on Horeb are already over-leaping time, and 
speaking with Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration, He 
says, "Before Abraham was, I am". He is the God of Abra­
ham and of Isaac and of Jacob. He is not a God of the 
dead but of the living, 
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Among the Fathers, St,Ephraim the Syrian is, so far 
as I know,the one who has best perceived this character 
of time, reasoning that Adam, coming later than the rest 
of creation, is yet older because all the rest was cre­
ated with a view to him;and that Christ who comes after 
John is'tyet before him and before all things - ''He that 
cometh after me is preferred before me, for he was be-
fore me, 

" 

For a moment let u s  consider the possible implic� 
ations of this in regard t(I) all creation, A single 
short life gives meaning to the whole history of man­
kind o Mankind's short existence alone gives sense and 
purpose to the far longer story of our planet. It is 
not a long step from this to seeing o ur second-class 
planet as indeed at the heart of God's purpose for this 
solar system; this comparatively insignificant solar 
system for the whole galaxy; this galaxy for all gal­
axies. Our imagination boggles: surely this planet 
cannot have such a monopoly of uniqueness: But our 
reasoning is hard put to it to say no, We can only say, 
It may be that God has other ways in which he makes 
other part5rf his creation central. What we know is 
that in the only way that we can apprehend, our planet, 
and mankind upon it, is indeed at the very heart of 
God's purpose, The strange thing to us is the apparent 
universality of this law in God's creation - that he is 
willing to create millions of apparent failures for the 
sake of one success. From turbots' eggs to stars the 
same rule seems to apply. And we shall never begin to 
understand anything of God's ways unless we take him as 
we find him, 

To return to the sitting at the right hand - it is 
the necessary counterpart to the Incarnation - "who for 
us men and for our salvation came down from heaven, and 
was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man", Eternity was condensed into a short 
human life in order that man might be given the freedom 
of eternity, God b2came man in order that man might be 
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deified Ou 

He is Jesus, who lived as a man among men o But 
Jesus is the Son of Man - thE\Captain of our salvation, 
the head of the body of redeemed mankind o For true man­
hood must be corporate, not individual, And apart from 
him, we have only to look at facts to see how each life 
and all human lives put together, fail to do more than 
glimpse the Eternity which lies beyond the prison-walls 
of time o Taken into him, who alone embraces all time -
"Before Abraham was, I am'' - we are set free o 

It is hereabouts, I think,that we find the necessity 
of the Virgin birth and of the empty Tomb - those two 
miracles compared with which all others fade into in­
significance, and which no trained mind today would 
believe on the historical evidence alone, did not some­
thing else in our hearts - certainly not just the out­
ward directives of the Church, command us not to deny 
them, For the Virgin birth asserts that necessary 
integrated co-operation of God and fallen man in bring­
ing man's Saviour into the world, while the empty Tomb 
demonstrates that man's breaking out into Eternity is 
already an accomplished fact, 

The laws of Newtonian physics are absolutely valid 
within their own limits o Einstein came in to show that 
those limits were not commensurate with man"s power to 
experiment. Even so, surely, W9 are to learn that other 
worlds which exist behind the world of our senses are 
not quite separate different levels of existence which 
never break in upon ours - but may be expected in fact 
to break in, sometimes imperceptibly, sometimes per­
ceptibly, according to laws that we cannot know. 

If it be true that each present moment contains the 
whole past, then we see the Cross as not just atoning 
for the past sins of the world in the sense of a for­
giveness for what is past and gone, but as taking those 
sins, themselves still present, and transforming them 
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into the means of his victory even as the Cross it­
self, the greatest sin of the world, becomes the wea-· 
pon of our salvation. That shocking phrase of the 
Exultet - 1 0 felix culpa' is here triumphantly vin� 
dicated 0 And what is true of the history of mankind is 
true also in each life of ours. Our conversion is not 
just saying goodbye to sins that are past: it is the 
recognizing them as the nails which fix our Saviour to 
the Cross, and then seeing them taken by him to be the 
means of our salvation from them - and humbly allowing 
him so to heal us. 

When all is gathered up in the consummation, the 
latent reality o f  each life that has been lived (and 
this includes, of course, its bodily reality) will be 
discovered in its completeness again not just as a 
record of the past but as present reality (for to God 
all time is equally. present) as time breaks out into 
eternity, The Judgmentfis simply the revealing of what 
we are - the ruthless revealing whether it is our will 
to be takgn into the Kingdom which is the life of his 
Body, or whether we stand alone, outside, with no door 
opening tc eternity. 

''As in Adam all die, even so, i:1 Christ shall all be 
made alive, bm: each in his own order :Christ the first·~ 
fruits; afterwards they that are Chris�'s at his 
Then cometh the end, when he shall deliver up the King­
dom to Gcd, even the Father, when he shal l have brought 
to nought ail rule and all authority and power 0 For he 
must reign 1 till he hath put all his enemies under his 
feet, The las-c enemy that is brought to nought is 
death • •  But when all things have been subje�ted unto 
him,then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him 
who subjected all things unto him, that God may be all 
in all" o 

"His Kingdom shall have no end", This remains true 
especially as an assertion, with St, Gregory of Nyssa, 
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that there is no end of our growing -even of the Angels: 
growing into the fulness of the inexhaustible Godhead. 
But what S;, Paul is asserting is surely that within the 
peace of God, when all is returned to that, the sub­
jection of the Son to the Father is no denial of his 
being of one Godhead with the Father, but is rather its 
proclamation, 

Derwas J. Chitty 

A N E C U M E N I C A L T OU R 

For a number of years now there has been a movement 
of prayer, stimulated by personal correspondence, in a 
larg2 number of convents of Sisters, Catholic, Orthodo� 
Protestant and Knglican o During the last year of her 
life,Sister Julian of the scopalian Order of St.Anne 
near Boston,(who died last year) had given much time to 
the organization of this movement for unity among women 
Religious and had herself carried on a personal corres­
pondence withcertain enclosed nuns in France, During 
January of this year it was my great joy to visit 
several of these communities,and also to share the life 
of the faculty and students of the Seminary of the 
Archdiocese of Hennes, the capital of Brittany, 

I arrived a t  the Seminary on January 9 and spent 
three nights there, Every mcrning and evening I par� 
ticipated in the morning and Office, which were 
shortened forms of Lauds and Vespers in French with the 
psalms sung either to the melodies of Pere Gelineau or 
Pere Deiss, er recited, in both cases alternately 
between the main group of the students and faculty and 
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a schc:Ca o 

"tile �(-y::-ies 
adapt a-c ions 

The Mass was also entirely in French, with 
Slorias, San.et us and Agnus sung ettlrer tc 

of plainsong or modern rr1elodies 
1 

with sung 
psal�s and hymns- There was a great spirit of openness 
combired with a li�e of true liturgy and prayer, 

D�ring illj visit tc Rennes I was the guest of one cf 
the :raernbers � =C the faculty of the se�itl2..l'"'Y whc �s i:i 
charge of ecumsnical acti¥ities �or al� t�e d�oceses of 
3rittany and also of the :celigic:J.s comi"ll.UD.ities of 
sisters. � 0 arranged for me tc give :�ree ccnierences 
to grc1..:.ps cf siste:c's at the Mo-::�-:.e;::- House of ·:he Li t-cle 
Sisters cf -��;.e Pcor- ·v,1f::ers there vleTs alsc �a�y Sists:::s 
from cL?:er ,:..cn�unitj__es: at t�1.e Ca:---mel c�=' Rer:..te.s a:;_1d at 
a monastery of Visitation nuns. ..n .---, 7 -

a,_ -

I spoke cf the ecumenical contribution 
th::"ee plac,2s 

-zh.e �.1o:z-iastic 
Life tc> ·�2:.y; and was �ceceived \r1i•�h,yery g::�ec�T =._c·v-2 2.:-ic 
enthusiasm, At the Monastery of the Visita�ic�, whi2h 
was situat e� in a tiny village about twenty-�ive miles 
from Rerrnes, the Chaplai:-, haci. arrangec. c::. ''ser-v:L_,e :::er 
unity" fer bo·c:h the teaching and Tiursir.,g sisTers in the 
local parishes and also a few lay-folk. �here were six 
priests and myself,, vested in 2l1::Js and s·coles, in "she 
sanctuary, The service cor;::=;isted cf le2scns and psalms 
sung in French. I was asked to read the Gospel lesson 
and give tne homily_ and at the end we gave ·:he Bless� 
ing together" 

The next weekend I spent in Paris and on t�e Su�da; 
afternoon three other Anglican monks whc had been liv­
ing with a Catholic communi·::y in F:cance, a young 3e�,e · 
dictine seminarian and I visited twc extremely i��er­
esting communities" First of all th2 Fre�·es de la 
Vierge des Pauvres (the Brothers of the �irgin of The 
Poer) , This community was founded not 't:oo long 2gc 
by a Belgian Benedictine who was greatly influenced ·'=-'� 
the teaching of Charles de Foucauld and desired a fcrrr_ 
of Monasticism which could be simple and poor and lived 
in small groups" I n  Paris three of the Bro"'.:hers live 
in a tiny hut in a very poor section cf the city,two of 



them are enrolled in the Seminary of the Mission de 
France, but will not be ordained to the priesthood; the 
third supports the fraternity by working as a charbon­
nier (coal-man) , and spends five hours each day loading 
sacks of charcoal o The Brothers seek to find a kind of 
work to support themselves which has some relationship 
to their Monastic vocation. In Germany they work as 
foresters o We sat on simple benches around their table 
in their tiny kitchen and experienced such a tremendous 
joy as brothers of the same Lord o At the end of our 
visit we went into their tiny chapel where the Blessed 
Sacrament is reserved and together sang in trench Psalm 
133 and prayed the Lord's Prayer o 

The second community which we visited was that of 
the Deaconesses of Revilly, which was founded by a lay­
woman of the Eglise Reformee de France �alvinist) about 
1845. She wished both to revive a life under permanent 
vows and to foster a community which would be a recon­
ciling force between Calvinists and Lutherans, and also 
with Catholics, At the present �ime there are about 
one hundred Sisters,many of them living in small groups 
in France and also in North Africa, It is, I believe, 
very significant that the Commenity will this year move 
its Mother House and Novitiate to a Paris suburban order 
to strengthen the corporate life d. 'che Community, and 
will use all its present buildings the original site 
of the Community - as a hos pi t·al for the sick poor o 

This Community has very close relations with several 
Catholic Communities and is very much strengthening its 
own liturgical life and uses c:he Office of the Brothers 
of Taize, 

From Paris I went to MouliDs, a small cathedral 
town south of Dijon, to visit the Carmelite nuns there, 
as one of their number had for many years carried on a 
correspondence with Sister Julian, and still does so 
with two Sisters at Fairacres, Therefore it seemed very 
much like coming home - and the whole visit was one of 
great joy o As this Community has prayed much and 
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f ell owed ,rt-eh great interest the ec ume nical monastic 
ccnference at Ar lington Heights , I  showed them a number 
of c o l � ured slides of the conferenc e .  Of course they 
were 7 �ffy cve:::-wb.elmed v. it h joy t c  son the Anglican 
Litur gy as shcwn in the slides , I had spent two after­
neons wi eh the whole Community in the "grilled parlour' ' 
but i t  made little difference as of c ourse the nuns did 
net :iave ve i l sj:,v 2r their fa,_ es as was CDCe t he custom 
and t he gr i l le w as very open . I  also had a most valuable 
privat e c onversation with the Mot her P�ioress in spi t e  
of m y  i nadequate French , and we talked muc h about t he 
place of the en<-losed communi t y  i n  t he Chur c h  and ·,1c,rl d  
ci t c,, day , .1.-c i s  very clear that many French Car mels 
are making an aut hentic form of renewal mai ntaining and 
st rengthening t he essentials of their tradit i on in ful l 
openness and ,: c-- operation ·,1ith all t ha-,: �has c ome f ::::- cm 
Vatican C cuncil I I , During cur convers aticn the Mother 
Prioress t old me t hat she was speaki .:-,g 'c:c me as a 
priest and -::: ha-c si1e felt c ompletely at c ne wi : b.  me and 
cert ainly it was so with me , 

From Moulins I went to -::: he Prot es·: an-: C ommunity e,,f 
Grandchamp in Switzerland tc share t !le -Neek c:f Pr aye:..· 
for Chr istian Unity with tbe'Jl , C:-l:.e::· e ar e about t hirty ­
seven Sisters in the C onum;.ni t y ,  al t hc -.;:gh only abu..2.-,: 
twenty at Grandchamp itself Swiss . :Jc•th F:::: er:.c h ad 
German speaking , French , German and Dute� . I t  i s  7 

would say , a monasti c  commur.:.ity '.>ii•,c; h acT i'Je -,Norks o Ac: 
Grandchamp i tself the Co=uni ty runs a r-e·creat house : 
it has also another retreat house in German-speaki2g 
Swit zerland , and working frat ernities in Germany ant 
Algeria and Israel and Helland , Cer ·caiDly the li f ff 
prayer bot h in the Office -� the S isters sing t he Tai ze 
Of fic.e in Frenc h at Grandchamp - and in ' " private pray e::-" 
is absolut ely central in the life of t he Communit y o T:te 
chapel , whether the large barn chapel which i s  unheated 
and so not used in winte:i; 0 

or the small house chapel . 
has the same atmosphere - a simple free� standing table 
altar with two candles ; behind it a large wooden cross , 
en the left an icon cl the resurrec.ticn and on the right 
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a lectern . The 
ing • to the rite 
integral part of 

Eucharist, which is celebrated accord­
of Taize·, usually twice a week , is an 

the Sisters ' life and offering . 

During the Week of Prayer the Sisters and a few 
guests - two Lutheran Sisters from t he German Community  
of Immshausen, a French Free-Church Deaconess , three 
aspirants and I kept an all-day watch of privat e int er­
cessory prayer for unity , each of us taking one or more 
per�ods of half an hour . As the Sist ers have many close 
t ies wit h the Orthodox - last year there was an exchange 
made with an Ort hodox nun and with Cat holics ·~ it was 
appropriat e that on the Sunday at the evening Office an 
Ort hodox deacon sang the Beatitudes in Old Slavonic and 
an Orthodox priest sang a Lit any i n  French , to which we 
all replied with French words set to  an Orthodox chant ; 
t hat on the Feast of t he Conversion of St , Paul , t he 
past or of t he local Catholic parish celebrated Mass 
with t wo Catholic Sist ers receiving Communion ; and on 
one day I celebrat ed t he Anglican Eucharist " We also 
had two evening conferences one on the ecumeni cal 
cont ribution of Monasticism t oday , and t he other on 
various aspect s of monastic renewal . To me it was such 
a sign of t he unity of t he monastic life to-day t o  dis­
cuss exactly the same mat t ers with the Carmelit es at 
Moulins , wit h Catholic Benedict ines , Franciscans and 
Dominicans in Paris ; with Deaconesses at Revilly and 
the Sisters of Grandchamp and Immshausen ; and with 
Redemptoristine Nuns t he following week 0 

This latter Convent is situated in Alsace near the 
Swiss Border , I  spent a weekend with them and was joined 
by a Redempt orist Fat her " On t he Sat urday morning in 
t he Lit urgy he gave a splendid homily on Unity and 
emphasised t he suffering we would all experience at t he 
separation at the�ime of Communion , It  was especially 
poignant t hat morning as the Nuns come down from 
their choir at t he back of their chapel for the Euchar­
ist so I was among them , Later on we had a "service 
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of the Word" with psalms , lessons and two homilies . As 
this Community is allowed to invite any priests giving 
instructions or conferences to "enter the enclosure'' , 
Father and I went int o their community room in the 
evening , and I again showed the Arlington slides . It 
was a very happy evening . 

I cannot finish this account of my ecumenical 
journey without making a few c omments about it , To- day 
the "invisible monastery" of Pere Couturier is in a 
real sense becoming a visi ble one , through the common 
life and witness in the whole of the Church to the 
distinct christian sign of being which is monasticism . 
For now in the whole Church , Protestant, as well as 
Catholic, Orthodox and Anglican, there are ''Monastics" , 
men and women ; nuns , sisters , fathers , brothers, whose 
life is given to God with a life-long commitment, 
attested to either by vows or by ' engagements "; in whose 
life prayer , liturgical and non-liturgical , is central , 
and from which and with which all activity generated in 
solitude and silence as being necessary for this life of 
prayer . There is the witness of a dedication to God in 
which the corporate life of the monk or- nun is it self 
A S IGN OF THE BRINGING IN OF THE K INGDOM and is for the 
members of the Community a means by which the conversion 
ana growing sanctification of each is brought about o 

Moreover, the unity of monastics to-day in their common 
christian °0baptismal eucharistic life flowing out into 
service f or the Church and the world , either within 
their own enclosure or outside it , is truly a scandal 
to the disunity of christians , for we who are one 
in Christ may n ot yet receive together our living Lord 
in his Eucharistic gift of himself in the Bread of Life 
and Cup of Salvation . May God use this unity and this 
' scandal � to further the bringing in of his Kingdom o 

Paul Wessinger , SSJE , 
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THE ROLE OF THE MONASTERIES IN THE WORLD TODAY 

"Efficacy 
power by the 
vanity and 

is replaced by free bestowal; strength and 
seeming weakness of prayer and sacrifice ; 
pride by humility ; ccnfidence of self in 

reason and human ways and means by trust in  God and in 
his love o Ever growing needs , the exploits which they 
call forth , the practical condit ionings which they ef­
fect give place to poverty and thus the freedom of 
fuller being . Noise and worldly attractions , agitation 
and distraction are answered by silence ; man ' s  con� 
structions by the mystery of the life of God " o . , A 
monastery keeps some reference to the essentials and 
safeguards the life which flows from it o An order of 
preference is affirmed o Exacting demands are fully 
lived o A wisdom is revealed whose final flower is holi� 
ness . 

The Listening Church � Michele Aument . 

T H E T R U E S U B S- T A N  C E 0 F J O y 

Pt. II continuing the thought of the restoration of the 
unity of mankind and of the whole creation in Christ . 

In another paper , on Fraternal 
Charity , the writer speaking on the same subject , comes 
to  a conclusion which again one feels must have answe�" 
ed to something in his own experience . '' If we consider 
the method of the salvation which Christ has wrought 
for us , we find that it is throughout a mystery of 
relation , the building by the Holy Spirit of the City 
of God , the creation of a Holy Soc:ift y ,  the Catholic 
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Church 0 The christian discovers, not only that fellow­
ship helps virt ue, but that virtue is a transcendent 
fellowship . Perhaps none have realised as intensely the 
saving mystery of fellowship, the love of the brethren, 
as those whom God has called to live by prayer in the 
greatest solitude , even in the continual contemplation 
of the hermit . "  

The organic unity of the life of prayer of the 
whole christian body in this world and the next �s set 
forth by Father Congreve with an impressive freshness 
and flexibility, and a complete absence of controversial 
feeling, achieved because the subject has been plumbed 
to its depth " " It is only in God that we come to have 
any perfect communion with any soul here below . Have 
we not in God some experience of the same love for the 
Saints long departed which we have for those whom we 
have with us in him here Today? We know nothing 
of the details of the life of the blessed John ; but is 
it not true that a christian of to- day living a prayer­
ful, contemplative life has a deeper knowledge of and 
communion with St o John than his Galilean neighbours 
had, who saw him daily and were his intimate associates 
in business, but lacked the Communion of the Holy Ghost, 
the link that vitally associates us with him to-day? 
Is not the Divine Office a daily act of Communion of 
all the Saints , even though it be said in an empty 
church? Does not the life we share with them make our 
act and our love one? In any work of charity , as of 
he.lp to the unemployed, are w e  not mere channels here 
of a grace poured out by the Holy Spirit upon all the 
Saints in the Body of Christ? It was through all their 
prayers and noble lives age after age that God was 
glorified,and the Catholic Church enriched with spirit­
ual powers and glories which we today enjoy and 
dispense o The Christianity which we preach is not the 
bare text of the New Testament, but Christ himself , 
manifested b y  the Spirit in the life of the blessed 
Mary, ST . John, St. Paul, and all the company of heaven 0 
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whom we call to be present ·.vi th us a t  the offering of 
the Holy Sacrifice day by day , The prayers of the 
Saints for us are a perpetual stream of, a living and 
growing c ommunion between them and us in the Lord , The 
Eastern Church never forgets also the return of her 
prayers for the Saints departed in t heir blessed but as 
yet incomplet e  condit icrr , Thus t he circulation of the 
life of God in t he Body c f  Christ c onstitues an ever 
quickening Commun i cm c•f Saints ,, which temporary limit­
at ions hiding '.lS frc-m one ano-c her ,c:annot interrupt '- ' '  

But it i s  not only ma:.i.kind whi: h i s  restored t0 
unity in Christ . In two addresses given at Bishop ' s  
House . I ona , Father Congreve devel ops the idea of the 
restoration of al l c�eat i on i� C�r ist . o�e can see , in 
these pages , l:"cis arde1n: appreciat i c:1 c;f natur-al beauty 
and his imme�iate sense of kins�ip �ith t he Celtic 
Saints ( his chi l dhood �-iad been s :� •e rn ic1 Ireland ) brought 
together and deepened by a fai� h w�ich , withcut refusing 
to see the . demonic element i n  nat �re , reJ oices in pro­
claiming that "' t he ea;.-th is :: he Lcr d " s and all t he ful·- · 
ness thereof' ' ,  "The solidar j_ c: y  c :f  :nankind with the 
whole creation is :c·eal . I t  is si r::i:: ly a :=ac t  that ·Ne are 
dust and ret urn -;:: o  dust . Bu: ST . Paul does not find 
oneness with Natc!Jre in ·: he doo'.11 cf 2. : cmmcn dea·c h ;  he 
f i nds i -c in Christ the C:cnquerc-r :.: death ,  and bids us 
look up t c  t he :: hr one .::, f  G-cd · c 0 f i:.1d the Eternal Son 
t here , shs.r ing i rt  his g:l or i :� ied man_hood the solidar ity 
of c::.·eat ed -t hings , As t he S on o, f Man raised t o  t he 
right Hand of Gcd gathers al l �a�k�nd int o blessing , or 
the possibil i t y  cf blessing s c  he heals the estrange­
me:r:t between man and c:iature ar:d :'..ift s up c o  God be th 
together in himsel f ,  Thus t he un�t} not of mankind 
cnly, but of t he whole c reation �s rest ored in Christ . 
=n respect o f  i t s  l i nk w i t h  him in his 2 reated nat ure , 
' every creature of God is good " a�d to be used f er the 
purposes of the heavenly kingdom , I t  is heresy which 
leaves c reation under the curse and regards matter as 
evil , The Word of God t aking -�□ l'limsel f  a created nature 
assumed a new relationship wit h the whole creation ; 
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became its first-fruits, its head and representa­
tive; and so is said t o  recapitulate, gather up in 
himself as head, and so hold together, all things • "  
And speaking of St . Columba , he writes, 11I think you 
will find in this Saint and in the men formed by him, 
a remarkable confidence in nature, as a sphere which 
belongs to Christ by right, but waits for them to claim 
and hold for him indeed. They were not afraid of 
nature in her most dangerous moods ; nor yet afraid of 
looking upon the sea, the rocks and the mountain 
pastures when the sun was upon them , for fear they might 
love nature too much . Nature for them was not a quest � 
ionable power; it was God " s  world; and they were God s 
children along with the merry waves , and the sea-birds , 
and the high clouds . "  And j ust at the moment when we 
fear that he is about to topple into a purely nine­
teenth cent ury romantic view of the natural world , we 
are recalle1to the true source of christ ian joy . "And 
yet there are awful moments to face from time to time, 
even in the peace of this sacred island . Nature is not 
yet complet ely subdued to Christ , and these hardy 
missionaries were not unac customed to meet with malig­
nant powers i n  creation that challe�ged and thwarted 
his empire . But the evil that w2.s i n  the world could 
not ext inguish their joy . Was i t  not for this that 
they enlisted here as Christ ' s  soldiers ,  that by prayer 
and fasting they might resist t he dev i l, and release 
the creatures taken captive by him , and restore t hem 
with joy to their true Lord , "  

It is obvious that one who regards t he world in 
this light , will have no truck with any idea that reli­
gion can be separated from the whole of human life , and 
isolated off in a particular compartment . And so it is 
not surprising that w�shoul d find in Fat her Congreve a 
good many suggestions about the very close relationship 
which exists between monastic and worldl y  holiness . It  
is a curious paradox that the "Religious Life'' can, by 
offering the whole of human experience and activity to 
God, arrive at something which has deep affinities with 
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' 'religionless Christianity" ; and it seems more and more 
clear that we are not in this century going to be able 
to find our much desired pattern of christain life in 
the world without , at the same t ime , rediscovering the 
fulness ffi the life which is wit hdrawn from the world " 
The conc ern t o  keep t hese two t hiEgs t ogether can be 
seen in the new c o:r::mmni t ies , ·whether Catholic or 
Reformed , which have sprung up on t he continent in 
recent years . In Father Congreve t�is subject is n ever 
fully worked out , but it rec e i 7es � uit e lengthy treat­
::nen.t i :1 a :oaper ent i t led Thou,{1.·cs suggested bv a Rel-­
igious Profession . I n  it 1::.e r·emarks _ "our Religi ous 
are :iot general ly u0 7 -' ·� -; r- , a-:-i c: :1·,J.d perhaps know t oo 
lit tle of pclH ical 
very existence 
t ary povert y 
turned alI:1.ost 
The poli t ic 2.l 

ci :: c.m:rrc:-1 i t �es •,Nt.i s�"?. �ave chosen. vol un--, 
pas ses j udgment ~'-" .. a S ·JCiet y "Nhi ch is 

whol l y  t cwar d s  t �e a: �uisi t icn of waalth , 
and ec oncmi : im� l i c a� i on s � t he Rel i gi ous 

Life were it is ·c rue _ muc h =- � �eopl e ' s  minds in this 
of 

t he 
the 
wcrk 

c cmmun­
of ·:he 

period whi ch savr -� :::i.e e8. :::· l y  de0,·e::. :::;::-,e:-:t  
it ies at Miri i eld ar,d Kelt,a::� a::i.d 
S ocie ·,; y o::.: t he Div i ne Compas 2 i c:: i �  T he East En� cf 
Londo:n ,, ':Jut -'s �1is par t i:.ula!" l i ne ci -:hought is n:Jt ::,ne 
whic2, �:.as been very widel:, f c 2. l cwed :.:p amor:>g t he 
Angli c.-ar-, ::: ommunit ies , 

But i t  is �erhap s i :-:  another e s s ay ,  where he tackles 
the quest ion in a mer e personal way _ thai: we can find 
Fa"':: her Ccmgre-1e '' s dee::;est  i :::: ::. ::. g1::.t s int o  this mat ter O " I  
suppose - d e 1,:1a:::1·.:: -- ,...., :c- ea1 i se :c-:c.·.�:e pers-::nal J. y  -� :,:. a · L 
religion is :-,et c::-,e amc:-.g a t :s,cc: s ::.nd f ��uit s c,,f c i --; i ::.iz­
at icn but t �e livin g s ource of � �e o�ly true chri 2tian 
civi l i zatic,::1 1:. Re3- igio_:} ) gives to God 1 �et some 
c ompart�ent s of t he c hr i s t ian ' s  l i fe j �t the w�cle man 
with al l his circumst ances . net 
primarily i n.t o mu.t ·112l ag::--ee�e:i�� ·;..ri t t-. -:::. ce:-7ain s c hool 
of thcught er int o � he ext er 2al fel l cwship of a de nom­
inat i on ,  but into an i nterior a3d v ::. tal relat ion t c  God 
in Christ , as a member of his my sti,.=: al b :::,dy , the Church 

, And yet the consecrated l ife will not mean one 
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which has discovered an esoteric mystery , open only to 
the initiated , a few exceptional persons who have gone 
through an exceptional discipline : bvt it will mean the 
life of every man who is verifying by his own exper­
ience the true law of all human nature ; that man 
exists to l ove , honour and serve Bod , and to love his 
neighbour for God ' s  sake , The christian consecration 
springs from the act of God . ' Ye have not chosen Me, 
but I have chosen you. 0 Its source is supernatural , 
the new life which we receive as 'baptised into Christ 0

, 

made 0 partakers ( in Christ ) of the Divine nature • .  And 
in proportion as it is true to its Divine source it 
will be free from all that is eccentric , perplexing , 
unnatural , It will commend itself by the trait of true 
simplicity ; it will appear as the ordering o f life 
according to nature as God has made it . It will be 
recovering human life from the disorder of self-will , 
with its turbulent and contradictory impulses , and 
rest it t o  the Divine order of charity - the 
absolute motive which brings all things to One, and 
finds all good in One . " . , ( It does not bring ) human 
nature to unity by bringing it to nothing . The conse­
cration of the christian tends to a unity like that with 
which life can collect, hold t and fertilise 
innumerable atoms in any live organism . The consecrat­
ed man has not fewer interests in life than anot her he 
may have more but how many soever they are , they do not 
divide, distract, exhaust him , because he holds all to-

her , along with himself , by a vital link to God . 

The various passages which we have quoted from the 
writ of Father Congreve all il lustrate different 
aspects of his teaching about unity , unity between per-0 

sons, within each person , and in the whole of creation . 
Always it has been a unity which does noT suppress dis� 
tinctions , but which involves relationships . Always it 
has been a unity flowing from God himself , in whom per"" 
feet unity is seen to exist i. n the distinction of the 
Persons . Like another and greater nineteenth century 
theologian, Father Congreve saw that it is only as men 
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find themselves as made in the image of t he Holy 
Trinity ,  that they will discover eit her in themselves 
or in society the resolution of the conflicts which 
come from the warring of the One wit h t he Many 0 And 
this discovery will not come by a piece of metaphysical 
reasoning nor by a project of sociological research . 
It will be a living experience of t he relat ionships of 
human persons living t ogether withi n  the life of God 
himself· .  

Thus it was for Fat her Congreve in t he early days 
of the community of Cowley " What was, and is, the sever-· 
i t y  of i t s  rule , we know; t he whole t radit ion to  which 
it  belongs is  one which cherishes reserve and distrust s  
enthusiasm � And it i s  precisely because of this , that 
we must not ice that t here runs throughout h is writ ings 
a not e of pure Pent ecostal joy and l iberty ,  the joy of 
t he human creature at finding its unimaginable fulfil� 
ment in the l ife of God , "Christ ian Festivals are not 
formally designed subst itutes t o  supercede obsolet e  
Jewish sol emnit i es ;  they are an energy of the Holy 
Ghost that sprang up i n  the Church first at Pentecost -
of t he l ife from above now given every christ ian at 
his bapt ism and confirmat ion · t hey are a natural 
expressicn of christ ian JOY . the j oy which is a fruit  
of the Spirit . .  , The ground of �hristian joy was the 
resur�ect ion of Christ , which hi s disc iples recognized 
as his v ictory for them f or ever over all t hat is at 
enmity wit l", jcy o When he was t aken 1J.p from t hem into 
Heaven t hey ret urned t o  Jerusalem with gre at joy t o  
wait for the promise cf the Comfc,r- ·ser , Who should bring 
him back t c  l ive , not wi ': h  t hem as bef ore , but in t hem . 
Once bapt i zed wi t h  the Holy G1:1ost . the fruits of the 
Spirit , love of one anot he::- in the Lord , and t he joy i n  
Christ risen , begin to  appear as essent ial charact er-· 
istics of the new people .  0 They continued daily with 
one accord in the t emple , and breaking bread from house 
to  house , did eat their meat with gladness and singl e­
ness of heart , praising God and having favour wit h  all 
people . '  They have always t he t rue substance of 
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Joy , for they are the children of the Resurrection, and 
Christ risen and ascended lives his heavenly life in 
each of them by the working of the Holy Spirit . '' 

- - - - - - - 000- -- - - - - -

C O M M U N I T Y N O T E S 

OBLATES o 

A ,M o Allchin o 

P A R T  I I  

Her many friends will b e  glad t o  knew that Oblate 
Clara is recovering from her operation , 

We congratulate and will be praying for the fut­
ure happiness of Oblate Shelagh who was married to 
Geoffrey Bond on April 20th , 

Oblate Ann writes about the interesting experience 
she had as a member of the mission team at Foxton , 

CONTACT ' 6 8 

Mission to Foxt on , Nr , Cambridge , 

" r  look at God and my heart is uplifted ; and I weep 
for the world 0 ° 

So said the St aretz Silouan in the latter part of 
the nineteenth century , And in 196 7  Father Gil bert Shaw 
emphasised the same point when he remarked that " The 
love of God can never be separated from the l ove of 
other men and of the cosmos, t he whole universe " "  

Although God himself, a s  Mother has often pointed 
out , is the only justificat Lon for the contemplative 
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life , (and who needs a greater?),  yet there still has 
to be contained within this totality ,  a love of men and 
an outpouring of self in their service . 

This is expressed both by day and by night in the 
life and prayers of the Community .  It is expressed too 
at certain times and seasons by the Community v s oblates 
and other associates in specific and occasionally 
unwelcome tasks-� 

In these days of re-appraisal the word "mission", 
like many another , has come to be regarded with certain 
suspicion , as indeed has the function that a mission 
performs , 

It was with these reservations in mind therefore, 
that Father Mark Everitt , the Chaplain of Merton College 
Oxford , led, in Lent this year , a team of three ordinands 
and one S c L oG "  Oblate t O the village of Foxton in 
Cambridgeshire , to stay there for a week . It was the 
task of the team to "make contact" quite literally with 
everybody living in the place , and this was in itself a 
fairly considerable undertaking . 

The village consisted of about 280 houses having a 
population of roughly 800 people ; and of these only a 
very small minority were even remotely associated with 
the parish church o 

AND WHAT , ONE MAY WONDER 
DID  THE CONTACT ' 6 8  TEAM SET OUT TO DO? 

The answer is very simple . We tried for eight or 
nine days 1t:o express in action the basic principles of 
christian living o We prayed daily in the church and had 
our Eucharist there . For the greater part of the rest 
of our time we visited house after house , whether we 
were welcome or unwelcome, whether we were offered a 
cup of tea or refused entrance ; whether we were told 
that one didn ' t need to be ' religious ' to be good , 
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(don ' t  we all know it?) ,  and whether people wanted or 
didn ' t  want to have anything to do with us at all , 

On what grounds can one justify such perseverance? 
Again there seems to be only one answer , 

If a village is , as one would suppose, a microcosm 
of a greater whole ,  then we were right in proclaiming 
to Foxton that God cares for them one and all ; that the 
Church exists for them and , indeed , is them , Wh2ther 
we were visiting a distant farm-house , the l ocal print� 
ing press, t he Non-·conformist women ' s  ' 'Bright Hour" , 
the rather well-to-do plutocratic new estate or a car� 
van sited by the Station-master " s house , our message 
( dreadful word ) was the same : barriers must be broken 
down and misunderstandings erased , 

In his addresses during the week and in his sermons 
at the Sunday services ,  Father Mark preache d  to his 
hearers the ' unsearchable riches of God ' and proc laimed 
in simple but most imaginat ive terms t he reality of t he 
truths we were trying to proclaim , and t he relevance af 
the Christian Gospel , 

There was much prejudice in Foxton and a gre a-c deccl 
of ignoranc e and misunderstanding ; and t here was mucc 
apathy in Foxt on and a great deal of self-satisfied 
double thinking . There was also�reat kindliness and 
good neighbourliness in Foxton and a =. ot o f  fun and. 
laughter . There was much suffering, and many t r agic 
stories to be told to the Contact ' 6 8 team , a grea� Qeal 
of whose time was taken up i n  being l i steners as well 
as trying to be interpreters or ambassadors of t he 
Church , 

1 1Did it do any good?" one may be asked , 
And how can one possibly answer such a question? 

The members of the team were undoubtedly enriched 
by the experience , and in the mutuality of love which 
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the week exemplified let us hope and pray t hat at least 
one or two of the people who live in Foxt on , both church­
goers and non-church�goers alike , may find t he same 
"For we preach not ourselves but Christ Jesus the Lord , 
, . that t he excellency of the power may be of God and 
not of us'' and i t  would be more than a sadness i f  any 
of us were forced to say -

''we had the experi ence but missed the meaning" 
( T . S .  Eli ot : Dry Salvages ) 

Two of our oblates have been indirectly connected 
with the filmi ng of two of t he best o f  this Easter ' s  
religious programmes on BBC 2 ,  Oblate Anit a who lives 
and prays in Cant erbury was in the Cat hedral during the 
filming of The Dream of Geront i us ,  Oblat e  Anna Grace 
who lives in Jerusalem t old us that the set ting of t he 
scene of the Last Supper i n  Malcolm Muggeridge v s Life 
of Christ was on the flat roof of the American hospital 
which her mother founded o 

Both of these programmes should have done much t o  
st imulate devot i on and are good examples of what modern 
t elevision t echni ques when right ly used can cont ribute 
to t he presentat ion of religious programmes , 

One of our oblat es who saw Malcolm Muggeri dge '' s Life 
of Christ wri tes as follows -

MALCOLM MUGGERIDGE ' S "LIFE OF CHRIST" BBC 2 

I suppose one ought not t o  be surprised or dis­
appoint ed by some of the unfavourable , if not posit ively 
antagonist ic  cri t icism which ms greeted Mr . Muggeridge ' s  
three BBC 2 t elevision prografilmes on The Life of Chr ist 

It  really does often seem t o  be true that a prophet 
is not without honour save in his own country and among 
his own people . And if one uses the term ' prophet P as 
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in some sense analagous to the word ' interpreter ' ,  then 
it become s clear that Mr , Muggeridge ' s approach to the 
Holy Larid and to the life of Christ as revealed in the 
Gospels, would be bound to evoke hostility, We live in 
a secularised society; and though we pay lip service to 
the ideals o f  freedom of thought and freedom of speech 
et�, ye t all t oo often we resent them both , 

From the point o f  view of his detractors , whether 
they be  nominally and comfortably " christian ' in their 
outlook, or convincedly humanist, Mal colm Muggeridge is 
indeed a stumbling block of very major proportions . 

As he himself said , he went to the Holy Land to 
make a film about the life lived there by Christ : and in 
re- presenting those thirty-three years of tremendous 
cosmic and historic significance in a manner at once 
challengingly topical , intellectual and deeply percept­
ive, Malcolm Muggeridge has perhaps committed an unfor-· 
giveable sin . 

He has made this haunting and evocative , and often 
sentiment alised story , come alive , He has given it 
a twentieth century flavour . He has shown that for all 
its siarkn�ss and austerity the Christian gospel is 
relevant today . And to those who t hink that Ch!' ist -
iani ty is a mere " going to church on Sunday '1 - he has 
revealed it in terms of barbed wire ano fishing net� of 
Israeli soldiers and Arab refugees ; of time and of 
eternity . 

To say this is a challenge to our affluent 
society would  be to understate the case o To say that 
Malcolm Muggeridge ' s  interpretation of the Gospel 
story is deeply moving without being faintly sentiment­
al would be �lmost patronisingly obvious , To point out 
that it is a representation o f  the l ife of our Lord 
Jesus in terms of twentieth century money lenders, of 
twentieth century cripples and invalids , in terms of 
twentieth century Palestine in all its aspects and in 
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all its beauty and - st arkness and terror, would also be 
inadequate . 

Mr . Muggeridge has divided his life of:'Christ into 
three sections : 1)  The Birth of Christ; 2) The Active 
Ministry and 3) The Road to Ennnaus which tells the story 
of the cr ucifixion and resurrection of our Lord and 
relates this to his abiding presence in his Church 
today . In each section one is aware of the same truth ; 
and i t  is this truth, I think, which has repelled, not 
surprisingly, some of his critics . 

Malcolm Muggeridge has always been regarded as an 
iconoclast and a sceptic and indeed , as I think he would 
be the first to admit , he is both, But that is not the 
whole story . 

At the age of sixty�five and "as sceptical by nat- • 
ure as he is sensual by temperament'' ,, Malcolm Muggeridge 
visited in the year of grace 1967 , the land where Christ 
was born and where he lived and died ; and Mr . Muggeridge 
found in it the earthly home of God . Aided by a pro­
ducer of supreme talent and photographers and techni­
cians of unsurpassed excellence , he has reproduced in 
these comparatively short excerpts the story of the 
life and the teaching, the death and the resurrection 
of our Lord Jesus Christ � and this he has done with 
extreme sensitivity and taste ., 

As we survey through Mr . Muggeridge ' s  eyes the Sea 
of Galilee, the market place in Nazareth or the road 
which leads now, as it did then, to Ennnaus , we are 
brought up against several irrefutable conclusions . We 
learn as Malcolm Muggeridge himself has learnt , that if 
the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane mattered once , it 
matters now . This t ruth is brought home to us by the 
very restraint of Mr . Muggeridge 0 s script , and the 
appalling relevance of some photographs of old and 
knotted trees and of a barbed wire entanglement outside 
presumably a twentieth century detention centre ,  

3 1  



Beaut y indeed there still is in Palestine;  and this 
Malcolm Muggeridge us  Life of Christ has very convin ~ 
cingly ::.ndicated 0 Babies sti ll are born t o  young 
Jewi sh mothers as Christ himself was born long years 
ago to the Mother of God ◊ It  is perhaps in  the 
timelessness of his  concepti on of the Holy Land that 
Malcolm Muggeri dge e s greatest strength lies "  

Truly God i s  indeed i n  Christ 
reconciling th�world unto himself c 

We should not be surprised that some people are not 
prepared for the simplicity , starkness and imaginat ive 
intensity of this particul ar rendering of that truth 
One can only thank God for t he c ourage , ::.ntegri ty and 
humi lity which has produced i t " 

COMPANIONS 

It is interesting to note that nine of our 
Compani ons are resi dent 

2 in New Zealand 
2 in  Am 3,ri ca 
1 in Africa 

overseas -
2 in Canada 
l in India 
1 in Singapore , 

Barbara Mary , Companion ,  S , L oG ,  is working in cl ose 
associati on with Jean Maude Roxby FLG at her studio  at 
Burwash , Jean will shortly be admitted as a Companion , 
She writes about her work as f oll ows -

THE GU I LD OF ST DUNSTAN 

Th is Guild i s  a small band of christian artists of 
all denominations incorporating · painters , scul ptors , 
wood-carvers, engravers , embroiderers and stained-glass 
window desi gners , It has beer. formed primarily to do 
decorative work for churches . 
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I t s  headquart ers is a lovely old sixteent h cent ury 
ironmaster " s  house in Burwash and its president is the 
Reverend Harold Lethbridge , former rect or of Et chingham, 

The three founder members , all cl osely connect ed wit h 
t he convent in Burwash , work t oget her in the lovely old 
st udio at tached to the house with a supei·b view of t he 
Sussex hills and woods o It  has a wcnderfully prayerful 
atmosphere and , to  quot e Fat her Gilbert 

' 'we are nat ural men and women called by God t o  
use the natural for him , ·::: o use all our cap­
acities of emotion ; thought and will t hat 
every part of our life ~ unde:r s·canding , feel­
ing , desire and action - shculd be offered 
that j_t may be sanctified 3,nd healed through 
our active dependence on grac e " ' ' 

We feel t hat the ' 'spirit ual use of the natural" seems t o  
apply very much t o  our work " 

All enquiri es about t he Guild 
Miss Jean Mau::le·" Roxby , Mount Hc,use 
Tel : Burwash 243 " 

FELLOWS HI:!=  

should be 
Burwash o 

sent t o  
Sussex " 

The F . L " G .  Retreat will be held at Clewer 14 -18  Oct obei " 
The conductor will be Father R ,C o  Bul ley of Wint erbourne 
Dcwn ., Brist ol ,  �::il ease let l1ft.r s �etht:cidge know as s oon 
as possible if  ycu wish t o  att end . 

�HE SECRSTARY , F , L . G 
?::. e a2e nct e  Mr s Le;:;hb:r idge " s nev, 3,ddress i s  as :f ellows 

32 , Arterberry Read Wimbl edo� 

Mrs o 

1Ninnie Langho:cne ,  

33  



R . I . P ,  Mrs Margaret Miller . 

New Members 
Miss Agnes Carnegie, 50 Fountainhall Road , Aberdeen 

AB24EH 
Mrs " Little ,  176 Ashington Grove , Whitely, Coventry 

CV34DB 
Miss Lilian Neild ,  St . Mary ' s  Convent , Burl on Lane, 

Chiswick, London, W . 4 .  
Mrs . Magee, 19 Onslow Square , London, S , W .  7 ,  

Changes of Address 
Miss J c Tremellen to Thurstan, Sherbourne, Dorset 
Miss Connie Beacham, 10 5 Cowper Rd , Banwell , London, W , 7  
Mrs ,Whittey (nee Rosemary Dodridge) 252 East Ninth St c 

North Vancouver , Canada , 
Mrs , P . Kint , Church House , Rose Hill , Oxford . 
Miss Barbara Beedie , Burswood , Groomsbridge , Nr ,,Tunbridge 

Wells ,  Kent. 
Miss Joyce Abbot, 6 Westgarth Mansions , Marine Drive, 

St c Leonards on Sea, Sussex 0 

Mrs . Ferrier, 65 Niddrie Mill Avenue , Edinburgh, 15 c 

Mrs .Roxburgh , 68 Polton Street , Bonnyrigg , Midlothian , 
Mrs . Glyn Jones , 360 Banbury Road , Oxford , 
Mrs . Munn, Amadines, Coln St , Denys , Fossebridge 

Cheltenham . 
Dr . Peter Joliffe, S .John ' s  College , Morpeth , N , S ,W ,232 1  

Australia , 

FR IENDS OF FAIRACRES 

New Friends 
Miss Greta Scott, Mackshill Cottage, Bourn, Cambridge 0 

The Reverend D . J ,Chitty, Upton Rectory, Upton , Didcot , 
Berks , 

Miss M , M .H ,  Gibson , St , Michael s House , Priory Road , 
Wantage, Berks , 

------0) (0------
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A BOOK REVI EW BY MOfHER , S , L .G .  

The Use of Prayer :  J ,Neville Ward . Epworth Press , 21/- . 

The Use of Prayer was the subject o f  the Fernby 
Harley lecture delivered by the Reverend J ,Neville Ward 
at North Road Methodist Church ,  Durham , during the Meth-, 
odist Conference 1967 . 

Mr . Ward s book gives most enriching and en -, 
__ larging concept of prayer and reveals his own 

knowledge and understanding of the christian tradition 
of prayer both East and West , It is  refreshing to find 
on the same page ( p . 36 )  a quotation from De Caus sade , 
On Prayer ,  the Dialogue , and from Archbis hop Anthony 
Bloom, Liv Prayer , 

The book is  easy t o  read and valuable pract 
ical suggestions for the practice of prayer .  Every 
chapter is thought-provoking but there can be few of us 
who , by reading chapters 5 - 10 , would not have our 
self-knowledge increased and also  be helped to deal 
with fear and resentment, deeply rooted human instincts 
common to,us all . 

W2 must all hope that The Use 
published as a paper-back ere long o 

circulation, 

OUR CONTRIBUTORS 

of Prayer may be 
It deserves a wide 

Father Derwas Chitty Rector of Upton , An authority 
on early Eastern monasticism and 

the author of The Desert , A City . 

Father Paul Wes , SSJE . American Congregation and 
a Confes sor Extraordinary to SLG . 
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Our Contributors ctd 

Father A . M o Allchin 0 Warden, S o L oG o  and Librarian of 
Pusey House , 

+++++++++++++ 

Literatur e avai lable from S o L o G o  Press 

Sitio : Gilbert Shaw 6/- by post 6/9 

The Face of Love : G ,Shaw 21/-
" " 

22/6 

A Pilgrim Book of Prayers 9/6 
" , ,  

10/6 

Glastonbury Prayers : G oShaw 
1 The Increase of Prayer 1/- 1/3 

2 Joy in God 1/-
" 

1/3 

3 The Unity of Trinity 1 /-
" " 

1 /3 

4 The Fellowship of Prayer 1/-
" " 

1/3 

or the set of four 4 /- 4/-

The Psalter in the Office 3/- 3/-
Terce, Sext and None -

( Roneod ) G ,  Shaw 

Printed Cards are available samples on application 
to Sister Marjorie , 
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