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Light everlasting
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Love all compelling
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from sin releasing
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INTRODUCTION

The pilgrim heartens both himself and his fellows by singing
with whatever art he may possess. It is not the art that is the essential
but the matter which he tries to express. May the matter of these
verses commend where the art falls short as an attempt to express in
the conciseness of rhythmic prayer some moments of intuition as to
the meaning of our life’s pilgrimage through time to eternity.

Many friends have asked for copies of these prayers composed
during recent years. I have gathered them together, therefore, and
offer them to those who asked, and to a wider public, in the hope that
they may help the prayer and thought of others.

St. Columba Gilbert Shaw

Convent of the Incarnation Summer 1967
Fairacres, Oxford
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THE UNCREATED LIGHT

Splendour of Light, God’s Light,
from whom are all things,
in whom are all things,
beyond all being in Self-existence One
loving Unity of Persons Three
God’s Love.

Splendour of Light beyond all earthly light,
in essence inexpressible,
to created thought impenetrable,
in energy exceeding all that is created
without beginning and without end,
God’s Light.

Splendour of Light, Love’s fire
filling all things,
disclosing all things
for ever moving and forever still
the Light that lighteth every man—
God’s Light

Splendour of Light, in fulness inaccessible,
man's heart illuminating,
through energy of love inspiring
that created love might answer Uncreated
in loving knowledge of the Love that gives
God’s Light.

Splendour of Light, God’s gift
that moves with love the human soul
to know above its earthly being
the Light that lights the darkness of man’s fallen life
that love may answer Love in loving —
God’s Love expressed in Light.



A SINGING OF UNITY

Glory and honour ever be
to the Uncreated Unity,
for whom all things are
both near and far.
By thy will all things created were,
both time and space together
confessing
that they are created
never to be separated
from the contemplation
of thy Love’s perfection,
thy eternal Majesty adoring
now and everlastingly
from glory unto glory
worshipping.

Dominion and power ever be
unto the Lamb eternally —

in heaven reigning,

on earth saving

all those who come

themselves forsaking

for the taking

of his Love.

To them he gives the broken Bread,
for them the Life-blood shed;
Moysterium Fidei
made flesh of Mary.
In him the life of man is deified,
man’s mind, renewed in him, transformed.
He gathers in
made free from sin
those whom he made, our human race,
that all may worship face to face
the Trinity in Unity.
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Blessing and honour ever be
to him who is the bond of Unity,
the Spirit bless’d
who moved upon the waters’ face
who is to us our present grace
the second Comforter,
to bind together
all those who in the grave
from death removed
by thee are moved
to live by thee
all lovingly;
love flowing and reflowing
in the tide of love abounding
extending,
never ending
from glory unto glory
in contemplation of the mystery
Love’s eternal Unity
in Trinity.



Praise and glory ever be
to the Eternal Trinity
for creation,
for salvation.
Love and Life for ever
soul with soul together
in the unity
through him who died and rose
from whom life ever flows
from glory
unto glory
in whom our faith confessed
through the Spirit blessed
in life and love
here and above
both now and in Eternity
for ever one.



WORSHIP

Three Persons, One in Trinity
in Love’s eternity,

who made me for thyself
to love,

I worship thee.

Almighty Father, restored to thee
by him who died for me

that I might live in him for thee
freely loving thee
in new found liberty,

I worship thee.

Incarnate Word, who took man’s flesh
redeeming me,

in thee re-made afresh
to live in thee
and thou in me,

I'worship thee.

Blest Spirit, whom to know is liberty,
maintained, sustained by thee
within the movements of thy love,
made free
from glory unto glory,
I worship thee.

Thy love in me, most Holy Trinity
translucent make me,
keep me
thou in me and I in thee.
O Trinity of Love,
with all who love thee
I worship thee.



LIGHT

From the nothingness of nothing

God framed the light,
that in the glory
from himself proceeding
creation should reflect

that which he gives,
to honour and acclaim
obedience to his will.

In the glory of creation
man’s living soul revealed
the image of the Deity,
freely to love, freely to give
the life received.

In the fallen nature of the manhood,

through love God recreates

the broken image of himself,

that it may be the image of the truth
of very God and very man,
to manifest his light

whereby the Father’s love is glorified
and manhood deified;
to honour and acclaim
obedience to his will.



The light that shines from Bethlehem
brings peace and light to man,
it lights the way to glory
gives peace within.

By Love’s pure overshadowing,
accepting man’s obedience
in the Virgin Mother’s prayer,
God’s very Light doth manifest
himself in human flesh
to draw all men unto himself,
to be in him
restored from sin
to honour and acclaim
obedience to God’s will.

God took man’s life to clothe himself,
the whole and total manhood that is man,
that each and every man should share
and find the love and majesty of God
in the Light that is God’s Self
in flesh made manifest,
to lead men to the truth
that through the Spirit’s energy
all men should learn
to honour and acclaim
obedience to God’s will.



The light that shines from Calvary

doth draw all souls that do accept

Love’s way to life, Love’s life to share,
to die to self
to live for him,
to manifest his Light in them,

that he in them may overcome

all darkness that contradicts his Love
that they may be obedient to his will,

may honour and acclaim

Love’s victory of Love.

The Holy Spirit’s flame, that fell
on those prepared, at Pentecost
illumines all the way of love
that men may be conformed
to Love’s own Self
to know his truth, to live his life.

The Spirit’s energy doth give the light
that guides Christ’s church
to glorify his Name.
He dwells within the souls
of those renewed in Christ,
that they may know the things of Christ
to live by love
faithful to the vision of the end
when all shall be one love,
the fulness of the stature of the Christ,
to honour and acclaim
obedience to God’s will.



My God, Light beyond all that is perceived
as light or can be named as light,
I worship thee
because thou art thyself
eternal essence of uncreatedness
in loving majesty of Love’s eternity,
who callest me to know thyself
in Unity of Trinity for ever blessed;
from whom, for whom,
creation has its source
and is sustained
to honour and acclaim
obedience to his will.



MAN

Two things there are that none may doubt,
that are, and are not mine to hold;

two things no man can be without—
man’s birth in space, his death in time.

I nor any man can make his birth:

it happened —and there was a child of man.
He breathed —and in the dust of earth

a living soul awoke to life.

God’s gift through human parentage-
a life to live unto the end,

both time and space his heritage
for God’s own use, or self to claim.

By birth renewed, new life God gives

to live by quickening Spirit in life’s time
that all who it receive may be of his

Way, Life and Truth, eternally.

In life man’s freedom is not bound;
the end for living is man’s choice:
at death its purpose will be found
in love of God —or loss in self.

God’s gift is death as well as birth:
no man can close the opening door
through which the soul must pass from earth
to meet unveiled the Love that waits.

Lord, give me now thy grace to live
from hour to hour in love of thee:
to use the time which thou dost give,
that in my dying I may give my all to thee.
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TIME

Time is God’s gift to man to use,
that changeability
may grow to unity.
It is man’s loss if he refuse
through instability
of self activity
and hold for self his waning power
in haste to claim each passing hour.

In time is man’s offering of self
to fill all time for God
the wholeness of humanity
expressed through time for unity —
man’s purpose and continuity of race —
that all may glorify
Love’s creativity,
both God and man in one accord
in union with God’s timeless Word.

Be still and know, and so depend
on him who is the living Source,
whose will determines all life’s course,
intelligence receiving
to the heart’s uplifting,
in perfect understanding
in memory and feeling
of creation’s purposing,
that all may know
and time may grow
to the living silence of time’s ending.
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THE THREE LIGHTS

The Light that is the Gospel light
doth make alive the heart of man,
that he a pilgrim on the way of life

should bear his cross
at Love’s command.

Draw me, good Lord, so I may follow thee
nor fail to answer thee
as thou dost call.

The Light that is from Calvary
doth fill the wholeness of the ages of mankind
to draw and to transform the lives of men,
that in the earthen vessels of Christ’s choice
the power and excellency is his alone.

Draw me, good Lord, to hold me in thy love,
that in the passing world
I witness unto thee
and to thy blood outpoured, and firmly keep
thy word of testimony to truth.

The Light that is the Splendour of God’s Hiddenness
if it should light the way of any man in time,
it doth enlarge his heart
so that he can never rest or be content
with less than love’s increase
in loving sacrifice, from glory unto glory
as Love gives grace
till all are one.

Draw me, good Lord, that being stript of all myself,
I may become through love’s increase
more wholly unified into thee
to glorify the Father in the Spirit’s liberty.
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BETHLEHEM

Angels chorusing,
God’s love outpouring
for man’s receiving
Christ’s birthday.

God’s love compassioning,
on man’s deforming,
is recreating
by Christ’s way:

Through Christ grace giving
for faith’s receiving,
new life imparting
in Christ’'s way.

We approach with trembling feet the mystery of redemption to
which we are drawn in every Eucharist as we are taken up into
Christ, praying that he may be truly born in the Bethlehem of our
hearts.
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LOVE IS OF GOD

Sing soul, true carol song —
love is of God —
as robin sings on bough
his simple praise.
Speak then in passing through life’s throng —
I'love my God —
Seek then in all things to make strong
the will to love,
seeing that to remedy man’s wrong
against God'’s love,
God’s Love took flesh
to make afresh
what man had lost
for God is Love.

Sing carol of redeeming birth —
God’s love for man—
as robin sings on bough
his simple praise
Speak then with all good will to men on earth
that they love God,
seek joyfully in thankful mirth
for God gives love.
Seeing that man’s end and present worth
is just to love
with every thought
for God is Love,
so man is taught
by loving God.

Receiving and giving love,

giving and receiving love,

life’s meaning and ending —love—
for God is Love.
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A PRAYER TO JESUS

Heart of Jesus in my heart,
my heart in thee,

unto thy Father’s love in unity of love
offer me.

Light of Jesus illumine me
to see whatever woundeth thee;
that I may sin not unto thee,
cleanse me.

Power of Jesus in every part
from sin heal me

that nothing be except thy love,
inflame me.
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CHRIST’S BLOOD BE PRAISED

Man’s life is in his blood and through his blood,
by birth imparted to every mother’s child,
humanity is one, in one descent

of common origin.

Man bears in blood the ocean whence he came,
wherein life first was quickened into shape,
and from the tide advanced upon the land

to occupy.

To live by blood, God called man from the dust
that he might be the image of God’s self
endowed with spirit, in freedom to obey

in contemplation.

Through blood man owes a debt to other men
to serve, and not in wantonness to kill,
but living each for each should perfect life

to more abundance.

Man’s blood, when men did overthrow God’s law,
doth cry to God for vengeance, from the ground
whereon men continually shed man’s blood

and death abounds.

The Virgin Mother gave her blood and flesh
that God himself, her son, should take man’s life
and in himself restore by shedding blood
man’s loss.

Man'’s natural dust is made alive by blood:
so in the new creation of God’s love
blood is the sign and seal of life renewed —
Christ’s blood.
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The Spirit testifies the truth of life
that God in flesh has taken life to live
as man through human birth, true man, true God
one Unity.

By water and by blood Christ gave his life
to glorify the Father, being glorified
in perfect offering of man’s perfect form —
man deified.

Christ’s blood is glorified to give new life
that by that life all men might live his life
that through his blood all that would hinder life
is overcome.

Christ’s blood does make an end of sin and death;
Christ’s blood has overcome the fallen Satan’s force;
Christ’s blood is cause of joyful adoration
of angelic praise.

Blood created for the life of man,
Blood glorified in man’s redemption,
Blood uniting man to Love’s own self —
Christ’s blood be praised
in contemplation.
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GLASTONBURY

I the Lord build the ruined places,
and plant that which was desolate.

That which was wasted
will be restored
as Love gives love.

Man cannot hasten
that which will be
except by prayer,

true prayer in union
with Love’s creation
to build afresh

that which man’s folly
did break and mar
in pride of self.

Life flows in healing
with every prayer
that is of truth,

when self is given
in abandonment
that Love may rule.

Then is the glory
not work of man
but all God’s love:
to whom be glory
in perfect power
now and evermore
from all his creation.

Reparation is not self achievement in giving self
but being sanctified in losing self.
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RECONCILIATION

The walls are fallen. We must build the walls.
Under the Law I must express the Law.
Lord give me strength to build.

What can I build that is of any worth?

The Law condemns that which I would express
if all I give is self.

No act of mine can adequately repair;

it is not I who can renew the waste
transfiguring loss to life.

No righteousness of man can heal sin’s breach:
God only can restore what he has judged-
man’s will that seeks himself.
If I repair because I will to act
I only add to that which is condemned
that which I do express.

The city of man’s soul no man can heal,
God’s love alone can gather in its fruit
into his harvest home.
He does transform in newness of creation
he asks that each should die to self
that he new life should give.

If I would offer to repair some breach

no act of mine can satisfy the loss
God’s love alone can heal.

God’s very self did sanctify himself

that he might sanctify all men in him
as Love draws all to Love.

The walls are fallen. We must die to live,
being sanctified in Christ who all reforms
to make the City new.
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COME TO MY HEART, MY LORD

Come to my heart, my Lord and my Love,
for that is the place for thee.

For thyself thou didst make it, form it and shape it:
it is wholly given to thee.

Live in my heart, my Lord and my Life
for thou hast restored me.

My heart is the place where thou callest me
as a child to grow in thy love.

Breathe in my heart thy living flame

that my weakness and coldness may turn to fire.
The door is opened for thee to indwell,

let nothing of me hinder thy will.

Dwell in our hearts that one in thee
the knowledge may grow that is unity;
each soul with the others made one in thee
that love may spread where love is not.

Deep in our hearts we shall know thy love
as each to the other giveth in love
by, with and in thee, the love that thou givest
perfecting our own,
fulfilling thy will,
imparting the joy
that is union with thee and with one another.
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GOOD NEWS

Having in remembrance thy saving passion
mighty resurrection and glorious ascension.

Death overcoming,
sin satisfying,
mankind restoring,
all things renewing
by Love’s victory.

Man justifying,

by grace adopting,
childhood renewing,
obedience restoring,
through Love’s mercy.

Mediation making,
Kingdom accomplishing,
by truth judging,
deformation ending,

for Love’s unity.
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MYSTERIUM FIDEI

In this world’s confusion
abides one source of peace,
unshaken from it flows
God'’s peace of love’s increase
where stands Christ’s cross.

In peace each soul will know
eternity is here,

Each life goes forth in faith
that living Love to bear
through Love’s embrace.

Death swallowed up in life
that dying all may live,
we shew and share in Christ
the love which he can give—
God’s victory.
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THE MATURE CHRISTIAN

Creation
There is a place within the human heart,
a secret cell wherein the spirit dwells,
from whence God’s presence never does depart.
Lord breathe on it that I may surely know
God is and I am his,

Re-creation
There is for those in Christ a new-born place,
a spring of life that gives a life renewed
that men may answer God, accepting grace
to live not I but Christ alive in me.
Christ is, and I am his.

In Spirit
Spirit of God that falls upon the earth
in flame of love inspiring souls
that in their depth and by life-giving breath
all may be the medium to express
God'’s gift of love in them.
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LIFE’'S PILGIMAGE

Thy peace, O Lord, is thine to give.
However dark the night, we know
thy mercy’s that by which we live
in hope, until the morning glow.

It is not ours to claim as right—
it is thy gift, thou knowest best.
Enough for us to share the fight—
then wait until thou givest rest.

I know that thou hast made my soul
to love, and give itself to thee.

I know that thou dost claim the whole,
that thou may’st dwell thyself in me.

Night's separation has no place
except in time, to prove the soul
dependent on the strength of grace,
that all its weakness be made whole.

It is thy mercy that maintains
the life thou gavest unto me.
So love from each to each sustains
our lives, to grow eternally.

Love knows no bounds—it maketh known
the unity which thou dost give

to draw all creatures to thy throne,
expanding life that all may live.

When morning comes, it is thy love
that maketh glad the aching heart,
that builds in one, below, above,
all those who love
that in thy love they never part.
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JUSTIFICATION
THROUGH TRANSFIGURATION

If Christ be born in me
then shall I live, not I but he,
recreated to his fulness
as I do live in him. So he in me
by gift of grace enlarges me
to be his righteousness.

If freedom be the birthright of my soul,
then only shall I live if he control
my love for him, my trust;
if he among the number of his saints enrol
the passing moment of my whole
to be by him made just.
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OUT OF THE DEEP

The lonely sea
my loneliness could be:
my soul’s despair,
my cry—O Lord appear
to still the raging storm without
to give quick solace to my doubt.
‘Tis inward pangs of new life’s birth
wherein the spirit wrestles with the earth,
the temporality,
this sickness of the body-mind
storm-tossed;
nor can it find
ground for stability.

If there be a Lord
whom service on dry land
I gave obedient, cheerfully,
no land is now on which to stand
nothing is but memory;
if there be a Lord —
heart-spasmed by the sword,
conflict of words, meanings of meaning,
in confusion reeling, clinging now
on mast leaning,
sickly support in ship heaving
all is uncertainty.
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Tradition was an anchorage;
to what strange coast our steerage?
God knows
Life flows
Through dark night, storm-tossed
the ship must drive or else be lost
through struggle of the human mind
its way to find.
No altering to control the course
through seeking in itself to find
its certainty.

Yet I rejoice —
in life’s confusion my Lord is nigh,
light in darkness
to the soul bereft,
security in the midst of insecurity
for God has never left.

The morning star!
Alight afar!
Time flows
God knows.
Faith enlivens hope to let the torrent flow
that living by the light
each one is brought to know
Love purifies.
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LOOKING TO THE END

The present is the time for reconciliation
wherein the energy of re-creation
by recollection be accepted for renewal
of each self.

Life, and more abundant, is God’s gift—
his grace to re-direct the drift
whereby man is imprisoned separately
in each self.

Looking to that end and knowing
of that purpose, all our growing
in penitence is made the reconciliation
of each self.

The end of all is harmony:
each disposition in one unity
restored to be the free expression
of true self.

Created for one purpose, life receiving,
God’s love in Christ renewing,
man is restored from his deformation
to true self.
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THE EIGHTH DAY

First day of days is Easter morning,
death'’s terrors negating
by new creation manifesting
Christ is risen before day’s dawning.

Night is passing, Christians awaking,
faith realised in affirmation
to live through transfiguration,
his re-creation Christ imparting.

Eighth day of week, time sanctifying,
symbolising all days becoming
when time shall end, fulfilling

purpose of God’s redemptive loving.
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THE CITY

The City it lieth foursquare
in every way complete
its height and depth declare
in equal measurement
one unity.

The City is Christ’s Bride,
its virtues righteous acts
of saints whose lives abide
in Christ, to manifest
his unity.

The City in its generations
has no time nor age,
the fulness of the nations
are gathered in to be
made unity.

The City is beyond all change,
its inhabitants are formed
to live in love’s exchange,
one coinherence perfect
in unity.

The City has no bounds of space
its time is limitless,
in one it doth embrace
all fruits of change to be
one unity.

The City is in earth and heaven,
its life is hid in Christ,
it is the salt and leaven
as he on earth prepares
his unity.
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The City cometh down to draw
from whence its reign endures
that it may gather in the store
of souls who seek to live
for unity.

The City is both here and there
until the end shall come,
as men through grace prepare
to give their all in love
in unity.

When all the fulness is expressed
and time and space no longer are,
then shall the City be at rest,
and nothing be but truth
of unity.
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A HYMN OF PRAISE

Glory be to God in Trinity,
Love’s flow and reflow in eternity
everlasting.

Glory be to God for man’s creation
that love might be the true relation
of man’s living.

Glory be to God for man’s true liberty
to live God’s purpose in conformity
to God’s willing.

Glory be to God for the incarnation,
God in man in full participation
man re-creating.

Glory be to God for love extending
mercy and judgment for man’s accepting,
by Love’s offering.

Glory be to God, sin’s separation
satisfied in union of reconciliation,
through death overcoming.

Glory be to God for revelation
that faith and hope is loving expectation
of love’s fulfilment in the consummation
when all shall be one willing,
freedom everlasting,
God only glorifying.
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