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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION  

It was the particular strength of Father Gilbert Shaw that he saw the 

things of eternity as constantly making themselves known in the midst 

of time. Hence his prayer and his teaching, while bearing witness to the 

unchanging reality of the great tradition of Christendom, was firmly 

rooted in our present century. With true prophetic vision he saw this 

age as one in which God was acting both in judgement and in mercy; in 

judgement, as much which had been relied upon crumbles away; in 

mercy, as God reveals his reconciling love at work in new and 

unexpected ways. In these pages he unfolds the one prayer that in man 

God’s name may be hallowed, his will done, his Kingdom come, so that 

freed from the tyranny of his disordered passions, man may find his 

true peace and joy in God, for whom he was created.  

The first edition of Sitio, published in 1967, was quickly sold out. 

This new and slightly revised edition has therefore been prepared, so as 

to make more widely available these prayers which many have found to 

be helpful.  
A. M. Allchin, 1970  
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FOREWORD  

As the soul is in the body, so are Christians in  

the world, to give it life and keep it in life.  
Epistle to Diognetus  

The Christian cannot stand apart from his world, God does not 

stand apart from his world. By, with and in Christ he has established 

the final reconciliation of his world and given in Christ to each and to 

every member of his Body the ministry of reconciliation.  

To pray with understanding is to recognise our own infidelities and 

those of the world of which we are part.  

The prayers here presented for general use were first put together to 

challenge the Christian conscience and were issued as quarterly 

suggestions for intercession in the Church Union series of Fiery Cross 

Leaflets between 1960 and 1964. It is through the courtesy and by 

permission of the Church Union that I have gathered them together. In 

so doing I have kept the original scheme of presenting the thoughts 

round some simple biblical theme. I have rearranged them into separate 

sections with an introductory collect. They can therefore be used in 

order or out of order as each intercessor finds useful to support his own 

prayer and intention.  

The particular needs of the time which were mentioned have been 

deleted. The prayers are therefore concerned with types and principles 

so that in use the intercessor can fill in the needs that are immediately 

concerned with his own time and circumstances.  

Today men’s hearts are troubled because of the things which are 

happening and which may happen. It is an age of change and 

uncertainty, but God is changeless and his kingdom is eternal. To pray 

for its coming into the present time and for the future demands an 

objective and dispassionate view of the present that we may hold it to 

the loving mercy of God.  

We bring the present to the judgment of God that through our use 

of the present and our prayer for it the Church may be strengthened 

and the world’s distress healed in the realisation of the Kingdom of 

God.  
Gilbert Shaw, 1967
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I  

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, look favourably on 

thy whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; and by the 

tranquil operation of thy perpetual providence carry out the work of 

man’s salvation; and let the whole world feel and see that things which 

were cast down are being raised up; that those which had grown old are 

being made new; and that all things are returning to perfection through 

him from whom they took their origin, even our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, ever one God world 

without end.  
Gelasian Sacramentary  

 
 

Keep watch and persevere, always interceding for all God’s people. 
 Eph. 6:18.  

 
 

To leave God’s world and the needs of our fellowmen on one side is 

no true prayer life. This age of human history is dying from man’s 

ignorance of God and of his will. No lover of God can turn his eyes from 

the pity of man’s tragedy or do else but pray incessantly.  
A Pilgrim’s Book of Prayers  

 
 

The Christian lives on earth to show forth, to manifest, to make explicit the 

love which God has given him, to bring into all the circumstances of place and 

time the fruition of the victorious passion, until his Lord shall come again in 

the clouds of glory at the consummation of the end.  
The Face of Love  
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KEEP WATCH  

Almighty God who gave your creature man  

the gift of liberty to choose God’s will  

to be the image of God’s loveliness,  

forgive all that you see of man’s disordered way  

in me and in my fellow men,  

forgive our vain endeavours to reform ourselves  

to standards of man’s own invention—  

forgetting God.  

 

Lord Christ draw us to know that man  

is re-created in the life you give,  

that we in you may live in truth,  

forgive our falling short and slowness  

of response in prayer and sacrifice of self;  

forgive our blindness to perceive the sins  

that call for reconciliation and still wound  

your loving heart.  

 

Spirit of Truth illumine us to see and pray  

that in your energy we plead men’s needs,  

accepting judgment and renewing penitence,  

forgive the blindness of our self-preoccupation.  

 

Most Holy Trinity in self-existing Unity,  

who at the end will make all well,  

we give ourselves to contemplate your love  

that gives to us the energy to watch and pray  

for the deformation and the sufferings  

of this our day.  
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PERSEVERE 

Lord, strengthen us to bear in Christ  

the knowledge of man’s sin, that suffering 

in his love we plead and draw to unity.  

His reign is love and man in him must plead 

until he comes to consummate the end.  

 

The evil scatters to maintain its rule  

through men’s lust, violence and hatred 

manifested in murders and in cruelties of 

self-expression,  

in conflicts of man-begotten ideologies 

of race and colour, of prejudice and pride, 

threatening, unless resolved, a global war.  

 

This world’s confusion is God’s call to prayer 

that in the passing time be manifest  

the patience of the saints in faithfulness  

to know, to love and to endure.  

 

We plead Christ’s passion for the pressing 

 needs of every conflict we perceive or suffer, 

in confident expectation  

that his love is judgment and restoration.  

 

Shall he find faith when he shall come?  

 

For us who live this day, our care  

must wholly be to have our faith increased 

that he in us should bring his kingdom in,  

in making up the number of his saints.  

 

So come, Lord Jesus, now and at the end.  
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ALWAYS INTERCEDING  

Lord, in this age of swift communication,  

as crisis follows crisis, give us the grace  

to grasp each opportunity for prayer,  

remembering the inhabitants of earth—  

the conditions under which they live,  

their several needs—  

each one is yours, so we must pray for all:  

that politicians may strive and seek for peace; 

that wisdom, justice, and understanding  

may fill those seeking nationhood;  

for common action against organised vice,  

narcotics, and still-surviving slavery;  

that Christian witness and integrity may guide 

the search of scientists, students of economics, 

masters of industry, that they acknowledge 

the true humanism of man’s end in God.  

 

Most Holy Spirit, uncreated Light of Truth  

we plead your overshadowing to lead  

all those who meet for Christian unity  

to fellowship of spirit, seeking truth.  

 

 

Intercession is more than request—it is the surrender of the request to the 

Divine Wisdom and the surrender of the energy of the human will to perform 

the Divine Will. Intercession is the work of the Spirit, God-directed and God-

fulfilled, as we will that the will of God should be performed.  
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In all things approving ourselves as the ministers of God 

in much patience …  

by pureness … 

by the power of God … 
II Cor. 6:4-10  

 
 
 
 

Lord, give us grace  

to know thy truth,  

to follow on thy way,  

to live our lives in thee,  

to put love in where love is not,  

in much patience under life’s adversities, 

in pureness of intention, responsive to thy will, 

in the power of God,  

that possessing nothing but thyself  

we may make many rich  

to glorify thy Name.  
From: The Face of Love  
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IN MUCH PATIENCE  

Most merciful Creator who gave the Son  

to be the reconciliation for all sin,  

who gives to those who live in Christ  

both ministry and word of reconciliation  

to live and pray in penitence for sin,  

we pray that Christ through us may call  

to all we know: Be reconciled to God.  

 

In much endurance, witnessing Christ’s passion  

through ministry of act and prayer,  

by fast and watchfulness, in distresses many,  

God’s saints are made the kingdom of his glory  

to remedy the evils that men do.  

Lord give us grace that we in this our day  

as pardoned penitents may company with them  

uncompromising in Love’s integrity of sacrifice.  

 

Lord give us grace that we may see the need  

to spend and to be spent for those  

who claim that God is not and man is all; 

for the hate and bitterness dividing men,  

for the cruelties and lusts, frustrations and despair, 

for negligence and fears that compromise with truth.  
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BY PURENESS  

Lord give us grace to pray unceasingly.  

 

By sacrifice of self Christ reconciles man’s sin 

to give himself to live in those who will respond  

to witness love to unify the conflicts of the world 

and draw, through Christ in them, the multitudes  

who suffer vainly as scattered sheep, 

that they may find the Shepherd of their souls  

to be restored to him to live in him his peace.  

 

In this our day we make our prayer,  

the offering of our selves in Christ,  

for the healing of the nations, their racial pride,  

their economic needs and self-sufficiences.  

Remembering God, remembering man’s disunity, 

perceiving, feeling, offering up our will,  

we pray that we and all be wholly reconciled to God.  

 

O God forgive our loss of Christian unity,  

strengthen our desire that Christ may heal.  

By his passion we beseech his saving grace 

that being stript of self, in pureness  

we may in him be made one energy of love  

to bring his kingdom in the world,  

to put love in where love is not,  

that Christ may reconcile to unity.  
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IN THE POWER OF GOD  

God’s arm is not shortened through man’s sin.  

His Spirit moves to bring all things of time  

to be Love’s kingdom when Christ shall consummate  

his reconciliation in Love’s judgment.  

 

Lord give us grace so to suffer in Christ’s sufferings  

that we be found in him God’s righteousness.  

 

God’s power is made manifest through faith  

whereby his witnesses are made Christ’s life  

to be his image by the Spirit glorified.  

My confidence is penitence, my strength his gift;  

my prayer, my life, is his. I pray his grace  

that contemplating Love I see his world in love 

 to offer penitence and energise in love  

to spread his love, possessing nothing  

yet possessing all.  

 

Most Holy Spirit breathe within our souls  

that we may feel in penitence man’s sin  

and pray that Love will heal and guide.  

Increase the number of the watchmen who shall take no rest; 

deepen in them the knowledge of the Way  

that through prayer and penitence  

mankind may be more wholly sanctified in Truth 

to glorify in Christ the Trinity of Unity.  
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Here is the patience of the saints; here are they that keep the 

commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.  
Rev. 14: 12.  

 
 

 

Observe the custom of your country and times and compare them with my 

Law. If they be contrary then keep yourself from them. 
Arvisenet  

 
 

O Love, that came to cast the living fire on earth 

inflame the souls that love thee much  

to burn with brighter light;  

inflame the souls that love so timidly  

that they may love thee more;  

set thou on fire the souls that love thee not  

that they may answer love by love.  
A Pilgrim’s Book of Prayers  
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FORTITUDE  

Lord God who bringest judgments  

on the earth that men repent,  

who in Christ dost show Love’s mercy  

and renew man’s life,  

receive the prayer of those who live  

in Christ, united in his sacrifice,  

to draw all things to be for him.  

 

In these dark days, when man  

exalts himself to be the measure of the universe,  

Lord God, accept our penitence  

that we may know ourselves,  

and die to self  

that in Christ we may respond  

to his command—Be perfect—  

and grow in knowledge and in willingness  

to serve, to live in him,  

that his grace, love’s unity increasing, 

may unite all Christian people  

into a witness visible  

of Church and Faith in unity of sacrifice, 

to draw the frustrated hopes of men  

to redirect their life to God.  

 

In mercy judge and save.  
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FAITHFULNESS  

Lord Christ in whom is life and new creation.  

faithful in love, forgiving sin  

to all who do repent, that they receive your life  

to fill the measure of reconciliation,  

give us the strength to watch and pray,  

interceding for unity,  

that peace may be maintained to heal  

the wounds of past hostilities,  

that fear and pride give place to understanding  

to find solutions of men’s rivalries.  

 

 

Christianity is the commitment to a Way in Christ, in which the promises 

of God are relied on and made effectual through our human cooperation with 

the spiritual energy which is promised. As the faithful suffer, enduring the 

world’s deformation, the spiritual energy which turns the world upside down 

brings in through the faithful’s love of God and endurance, the repairing, the 

healing of the deformation. The promise to the Christian is a new order of 

living, one that is more than natural, one that to the time/space order imparts 

the order of re-creation, the unchangeable order of eternal purpose.  
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LOYALTY  

Lord Christ, in whom all things are one,  

whose light the darkness cannot overwhelm,  

grant us, whose earthen vessels bear your fire,  

to see and sorrow for the deformations  

that men cause by breach of unity.  

 

Dependent on your love, in penitence we pray  

that love and understanding be increased  

in all who call upon your Name to heal,  

that seeking truth the gatherings of men  

may truly wait upon the Spirit  

interpreting what he says to the Church  

and to the world, convicting men of sin.  

 

Lord Christ strengthen the Church in every part  

to be the Suffering Servant of your reign—  

in councils, in conferences, in martyrdoms,  

in confessorships, in priestly vocations,  

in religious life, in the daily life of men—  

in marriage, in study, in daily work,  

in sickness and in health, through consecrated prayer.  

 

The tribulations of today must pass,  

they are the testing of each soul’s sincerity,  

that in the turmoil of this world’s deformity  

the members of Christ’s Body seek  

his promised unity—  

in life and death to glorify his Name.  
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Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have 

grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: for 

our God is a consuming fire. 
 Heb. 12: 28, 29.  

 

 

Be merciful unto me, O God, for my soul trusteth in thee. 
Ps. 57: 1.  

 
 

All things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, 

and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation. 
II Cor. 5: 18.  

 
 

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of 

judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world 
 I John 4: 17.  
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CREATION  

Almighty God, Creator of all that is,  

Giver of Life and every good  

which man by sin defiles,  

accept our prayers of penitence  

acknowledging our guilt.  

 

Heavenly Father, whose love would draw all men  

to recognise and to accept the Truth of Life  

Incarnate in the Word that lighteth every man,  

awake in us the realisation of man’s sin  

that caused the suffering of the Cross  

acknowledging our guilt.  

 

Lord Christ, whose sinless perfection made sin  

has brought man home to God  

in the re-created sonship of obedience,  

draw us to follow faithfully and serve  

the Way that you command,  

that we bear about your dying  

acknowledging our guilt.  

 

Most Holy Spirit, breathe into us  

the love that grieves for sin,  

that interceding in your power  

we give ourselves more earnestly  

to prayer, in humility of penitence,  

in true acknowledgement of guilt.  
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RE-CREATION 

Lord Christ, Eternal King in majesty enthroned, 

reigning to reconcile all disobedience  

to one unity of Love’s obedience,  

accept the penitence we bring for lack of love 

within your Church and in ourselves.  

 

O Lord forgive the deep divisions we have made;  

O Lord forgive past pride and arrogance  

that love may draw each several Christian soul  

that reunited all may serve the suffering world 

for which you suffered all the cost of sin.  

 

In these dark days when men forget their God 

and trust in ideologies or rely on self,  

awake in us the knowledge of true corporateness 

that we may be re-created in your unity  

of man with God and man with man.  

 

Increase our faith that we endure the cost of sin  

forgiving all that we may be forgiven;  

increase our hope that in the crisis of today 

the members of your Body seeking unity 

may so forget themselves, in penitence 

for past sin, that they may find true unity.  

 

Lord Christ, so manifest yourself to each 

that we surrender to receive your grace 

and give our minds and hearts to be remade 

to seek and find and wait upon your will.  

 

Lord Christ, whose reign is love, increase our love.  
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CONSUMMATION  

Lord God in humble thanks we offer praise 

that in all times the Suffering Servant making up 

the number of his saints fulfils in them 

his word and ministry of reconciliation.  

 

Lord Christ in whose triumphant procession 

we are led to be the fragrance of your Way, 

help us and all who call you Lord  

to learn afresh the meaning of your word— 

Neither by dominion nor authority  

but as the willing slave of all  

live as I do, the servant of you all.  

 

Lord Christ so lead us to be willing witnesses 

 of your Cross and Passion, that loving you 

we may be energised to draw to life  

those captive in the world’s deformity.  

 

Lord Christ teach us to know the nothingness  

of self that we receive the abundance  

of yourself, the Way, Truth and Life,  

not for our selves alone, but for your Church  

in its mystery of spending and being spent,  

and for the multitudinous sufferings of this age  

in which we are encompassed  

to glorify the justice of your reign.  

 

Come, Lord Christ, O come.  
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II.  

Almighty Father, Eternal Love, grant to us such knowledge of our 

poverty and dependence that we, coming to realise our true 

nothingness, may live only in thy love and, praying always, may offer 

thee not our unworthiness but thy love in us; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who with thee and the Holy Spirit art one God, world without 

end.  

 

It is in stillness, in the creativeness of silence that we know God. Those 

called to the work of intercession are called not to be putting their own ideas 

before God but to listen to the will of God for their own souls and for the whole 

world.  

 

 

Almighty God, Three Persons in One Love, 

To thee we pray  

that as we contemplate the Passion of the Son 

in the humiliation suffered in the Manhood,  

we may be led upon his Way  

in the increase of penitence for sin,  

in the increase of his love, his life in us, 

in the increase of our witness to his truth,  

in the increase of our prayer in unity with his— 

that all should be restored, re-created in his love  

whereby he is the fulness of all that is,  

at whose Name all knees shall bow  

confessing Jesus Christ as Lord  

to glorify the Fatherhood of God.  
The Face of Love  
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ALL THINGS ARE OF GOD  

We worship thee, O God,  

thou art thyself complete beyond all being,  

the wholly Other than the things that are.  

Thou art their Source and End, Alpha and Omega— 

the Almighty.  

Thou rulest all.  

Thou lovest all.  

 

No thought of man can comprehend the wonder of thyself.  

There is no word that can express  

the greatness of thy Love.  

In fear and trembling one must acknowledge thee our God.  

 

Gracious and Merciful,  

hear thy children cry.  

 

Raise up, we beseech, a multitude of intercessors— 

inspire their prayer that they take no rest  

nor give thee any rest  

till thou establish thy kingdom in the earth.  

 

Lord have mercy.  

 

Love is the measure of man’s soul—Lord, give me  

thy love that I may love as thou wouldest have me love.  
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WHO HAS RECONCILED US TO HIMSELF  

We worship thee  

O Lord the Christ who hast renewed all things,  

thy Godhead taking flesh.  

 

We adore thee and thank thee  

because by thy Cross and Passion  

thou hast both glorified the Father  

and been glorified in making all things new.  

 

We beseech thee for thy Church on earth  

inspire it with self-sacrifice,  

increase vocations to its ministry,  

multiply the number of religious,  

deepen the devotion of the faithful,  

strengthen the martyrs that shall be,  

confirm the witness of confessors.  

 

We ask that we who pray to thee  

as thou intercedest for us in the heavenly throne  

may be so united to thy love  

that every thought and every deed  

may be thy will on earth,  

pardon our offences that we may die to self in thee, 

increase thy love in us that we may live in thee 

to do thy will, to witness to thy love.  

 

Christ have mercy. 



 

 

20 

 
AND GIVEN US THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION  

We contemplate the mysteries of Christ’s love  

in the light of the Holy Ghost  

that in his sanctification we may be  

sanctified to be peace, to bring in peace.  

 

We pray thee, O Spirit of Unity, that we may spend and be spent 

for the enlightenment of the non-Christian religions,  

for understanding between peoples divided by ideologies, 

nationalism and tribal rivalries,  

for the European cultures dispersed in the world,  

trusting in humanism and technology.  

 

We pray for the conversion of the godless,  

for the relief of the destitute,  

for all displaced persons  

for the sick and sorrowful,  

for the despairing and violent,  

for all who seek their own ends at the expense of others 

for the dying and departed.  

 

We thank thee, O God of Triune Majesty,  

for the missionary work of the Church  

that men may know and find thee.  

 

Lord have mercy.  
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For of him, and through him, and to him are all things: to whom be glory 

for ever.  
Rom. 11: 36.  

 
 

Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work 

in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ. 
Phil. 1: 6.  

 
 

God is Source, Guide and Goal of our life, and our prayer is that we 

may respond to him. He is the Source, the Light of every man and in his 

light we shall see light. He is Guide that we may follow His leading. As 

we put ourselves, keep ourselves, under his guidance we are drawn 

forward to his End.  
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SOURCE  

God speaks, his Word eternal  

is all-sufficient Cause.  

We worship the incomprehensibility of Love  

in Wisdom absolute, in Power everlasting.  

 

God’s mercy is the source  

of free-willed life.  

Christ reigns that all that is  

may find its unity  

in him being reconciled.  

 

We pray that each and all in Christ 

may prove and accept  

the Love that took humanity  

to be true image of God’s self.  

 

God’s energy, the Holy Spirit’s love 

in those incorporate in Christ,  

is witness to convict and draw  

all men to manifest his truth.  

 

We consecrate ourselves in penitence  

to die to that which separates,  

to live not I but Christ in me,  

in Christ to be made free  

to overcome and to repair  

the temporal deformations of the earth  

to bring the kingdom in to glorify  

the Father’s love and Mystery of Trinity.  
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GUIDE  

Lord Christ whose Way is obedient sacrifice 

whose Truth is God and man, one Person 

re-creating life for men,  

in confidence of faith we bring our prayer  

that in the dangers of our time  

men’s hearts may will your peace.  

 

Lord Christ who has restored manhood to God  

forgive our many failures to respond  

to our incorporation in your life;  

receive our prayer, revive our hope  

that men may know their brotherhood  

and through the order of creation find  

in humility the Source of all.  

 

Lord Christ whose love imparts the fragrance  

of life’s unity to serve,  

forgive the continuance of division  

in those who call you Lord,  

that loving they become one people  

in you, the Suffering Servant for the world  

reconciling all to unity.  
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GOAL  

Spirit of God, of Unity and Truth, 

breathe in our souls illuminating 

that we know and knowing, praise 

as finite glorifying the Infinite.  

 

All things must end, their changeability  

in spiritual relation consummated  

to acknowledge and acclaim  

God’s unity.  

 

Lord God, Source, Guide and Goal  

of all that is and is to come  

lead us to know  

and to respond in spiritual relationship  

wherein the finite glorifies the Infinite.  

 

Time passes and dust to dust returns.  

Man’s spirit confirms his parentage— 

 by knowing that which is beyond all time 

 to live for God within the time, 

in God perceiving everlastingly.  

 

Lord Christ, whose Word restores  

the dead, grant us your life  

through death destroying death, 

that we may pray effectually:  

your kingdom come, your will be done  

both now and to the end of time.  
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Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith as ye have been 

taught and abounding therein with thanksgiving.  
Col. 2: 7.  

 
 

Therefore my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always 

abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is 

not in vain in the Lord 
 I Cor. 15: 58.  

 
 

O Lord make haste  

to show the way  

whereby in faith and penitence  

through prayer and suffering  

thy Church may live in unity restored  

to preach thy Gospel that men may live.  

 

Jesus, my Lord, my God, my Saviour,  

forgive the world’s neglect  

and my forgetfulness.  
A Pilgrim’s Book of Prayers  
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ROOTED  

Almighty God, whose Word took flesh,  

grant us such stability of purpose  

in penitence and sincerity of prayer  

that we, the branches of this Vine  

incorporated in the Spirit’s fellowship,  

should spread abroad the Gospel truth  

of Christian unity and peace.  

 

Lord Christ whose word unto your chosen is 

‘Take up your cross and follow me’,  

grant us so to perceive the sufferings  

of this world and man’s self-centredness  

that we, in your own sacrifice of self,  

ever may continue steadfastly in prayer:  

God’s kingdom come, God’s will be done.  

 

Spirit of Truth enlighten us  

that with inward life renewed  

we in body and soul may witness  

to the consummation of God’s will.  

 

Trinity of Love, we plead through Christ’s 

obedience unto human death,  

that we incorporated in his new life  

may learn to sacrifice all love of self  

to be incorporated in his drawing into unity.  
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BUILT  

Lord Christ who said, ‘My peace I give’,  

Whose promise was the Spirit’s fire  

to burn within each Christian soul and Church,  

so dwell in us that we in love endure  

the conflict of Love’s way to holiness  

as you through grace extend in us  

your reconciling love, that we may share in you 

the cost of your full satisfaction for man’s sin.  

 

Lord Christ in penance for the past we pray  

that Christian unity may be restored  

that, in love united, we may evangelise the godless  

and in humble service convince the materialist  

that you are Way, Truth and Life.  

 

Lord Christ we pray for every conference  

that seeks to heal our Christian separations  

that through them the Spirit may rebuild  

the unity now lost through sin.  

 

Lord Christ we pray for the nations  

that they may ever deliberate to forward peace  

and cease in rivalry to multiply  

divisions and the means of war.  

 

Lord Christ through you all things are possible,  

renew in us the faith to persevere. 
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ENLISTED  

Lord Christ who reigns that love  

should draw and heal in every age,  

strengthen the martyrs and confessors of your Name.  

 

Raise up we pray you strong intercessors  

who will give you no rest  

nor take any rest  

till your reign is established in the overcoming of  

the dominion of self-centredness,  

the authorities that would condition men to serve their ends, 

the powers who would in pride and arrogance  

maintain their rule.  

Your kingdom come to give men peace  

to do your will.  

To us who pray give strength to pray  

and faith to persevere.  

 

Spirit of truth sustain our will  

that we in Christ be wholly given  

to be in him his prayer of unity  

to glorify the Mystery of Trinity.  
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And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new 

man, which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
 Eph. 4: 23, 24.  

 
 

No soul may reach the wealthy place of Love’s reward  

except he pass through fire and water on the way,  

unless he knows the conflict that doth draw  

not force, the souls of men;  

unless he knows the waters of repentance  

and the tears for sin;  

unless he knows the fire of love that burns to draw  

and doth enlighten from within  

so that the soul may live for love, to be made love  

to glorify the Heart of Love,  

to put love in where love is not.  
The Face of Love  
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BE PERFECT  

Be perfect is the Lord’s command.  

It is his will, he therefore can perform  

if we depend to seek his will  

not seek our own.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ give us the grace  

whereby we are transformed  

from death to life.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ whose life is fire  

to quicken and to judge,  

we pray that it may burn in us  

that we may be both word and life  

to witness reconciliation  

that men may know God’s love for them.  

 

Lord Jesus Christ did give himself  

an offering and a sacrifice—  

we pray that we in him as penitents,  

being reconciled to God in him,  

may make such offering of ourselves  

as the Holy Spirit moves our souls  

that he may perfect what we give.  
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BE HOLY  

God’s love in Christ has recreated man 

to bring his kingdom in the earth  

through love of God despising self  

 

Christ is the holiness that he would share 

 with those who give themselves to him 

to be renewed in knowledge of God’s truth 

to manifest his reconciling love.  

 

We pray that we, increased in penitence  

through love, may seek more holiness  

to plead God’s love for men.  

 

We plead the saving Passion of Christ’s love 

for all that wounds his heart of love  

for all the love of self, despising God, 

that in their pride divide the world of men 

for the idolatries and passions that deform 

with threats of war and economic strife.  

 

We pray that in the tribulations of this age 

the Church, as true reflection of its Head 

in sacrifice and service,  

may be restored to unity.  
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BE RIGHTEOUS  

Lord Christ, Author and Finisher of faith,  

we lift our hearts to be made penitent.  

 

Lord Christ, Author and Finisher of faith,  

we lift our heart to be made truth—  

humble, dependent, penitent.  

 

Prayer does not force the human will;  

it draws to judgment and to reconcile  

by being truth in contradiction  

to the disobedience of man’s sins.  

 

To pray in truth and righteousness demands  

that nothing be held back for self.  

 

Lord Christ, to you we bring to heal 

men’s fears and lusts and their despair; 

the sick, those suffering men’s cruelties; 

the dying and the dead with all their needs.  

 

Lord Christ, increase our love  

to pray unceasingly.  
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Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 

hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant but a son; 

and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
Gal 4: 6, 7.  

 
 

God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their 

trespasses unto them and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 
 II Cor. 5: 19.  

 
 

The Holy Spirit giveth life to souls. He exalteth them in purity: he causes 

the sole nature of the Trinity to shine in them mysteriously. 
 Sunday Office, Orthodox Church  
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NO MORE A SERVANT  

Almighty God, whose recreative love  

in Christ does lift man’s nature  

from his slavery to sin:  

grant us that we as friends may know  

and give ourselves to do his will  

that he may heal;  

grant us to see the need of reconciliation 

for each self, my own particularly,  

and for this world in which we live  

as in loving penitence we pray  

Christ’s conquest over sin.  

 

Grant us the true humility that loses self  

that we accept the ministry Christ gives  

that his love may draw.  

Lord God of mercy, we do see the wounds  

that men have made and make,  

the Church divided, man’s brotherhood denied  

by race, colour, privilege and pride,  

men seeking power to enforce their wills  

in multiplying armaments to kill,  

not fearing judgment but denying God.  

 

For every evil that would blind men’s souls  

and would increase the suffering of the world,  

we plead Christ’s sacrifice.  
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YE ARE SONS  

Lord Christ, the first of many brethren,  

unconquered Might, through death destroying death,  

your might, Love’s power,  

draw us by love to give our love  

to hold this dying world in which we die  

to you to judge and purify.  

 

Lord Christ, as we shall mercy need  

inflame our love to forgive all men  

that, suffering in the deformation of this world,  

we meet unlove with love’s increase  

and so make satisfaction for God’s peace.  

 

Lord Christ, as armed nations threaten force  

and hearts of fearful men breed violent thoughts  

so give to us who pray, the grace  

compassionate to put love in  

that love may cast out fear.  

 

Lord Christ, we hold to you the tensions  

of the world’s disorders  

which evil would increase,  

that violence be restrained and  

the fruit of prayer  

be peace.  
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HEIRS OF ETERNAL LIFE  

Most Holy Paraclete of light and truth  

enable us to see the coming into time  

of that which is to be—God’s peace,  

as in forgiveness of our suffering caused  

through the deformations of the present world  

we plead our willingness to satisfy the wrongs.  

 

Grant light in darkness on the penitential way  

the Church must tread to be true image  

of her Lord as Suffering Servant for mankind,  

that he may draw through love’s forgiveness  

all men to know and take his peace.  

 

Strengthen martyrs and confessors in the lands  

where godless rule would make man’s prayer  

a crime against man’s dominance of man.  

Grant us who are not called to pay  

that price of faithful witness  

to unite our prayer with them  

 

Inspire with truth all conference for fellowship  

as we behold each need as call to pray  

that violence, hate and bitterness may be resolved,  

that men may know and take unto themselves  

Christ’s victory of peace.  
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III.  

Almighty and everlasting God, whose love draws men to recognise 

the truth in Christ, increase in us who pray such clarity of vision that we 

respond to know and do your will: illumine us by the Holy Spirit’s 

fellowship to be both word and reconciliation in the grace of Christ to 

bring his kingdom into time and space.  

 

Where there is no vision, the people perish.  
Prov. 28: 18.  

 
 

The Vision of God, however seen, is a challenge to our natural 

preoccupations, for it directs our attention beyond temporal readjustments and 

points to the eternal truth of man’s final end, to the purpose of God that all 

should be one, reflecting the unity of the eternal Trinity.  

 

 

We have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 

that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
 I Cor. 2: 12.  
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VISION  

Holy God, Holy Almighty, Holy Immortal  

have mercy upon us.  

 

Lord God draw us who pray to know  

that all creation is from you.  

May we accept the love for men  

that gave the self-oblation of the Son,  

Incarnate in body of man’s flesh,  

to make full satisfaction  

for all sin.  

 

‘All men I draw unto myself’,  

Christ prayed, and we in him do pray 

that the blindness of men’s hearts 

be healed and they receive the mercy 

that he gives, accepting judgment  

on their sin.  

 

Lord hold my will, enlighten me  

that I may hold myself so still  

to be true penitence and so receive  

the mercy offered me,  

to be made one with Love  

to pray Love’s prayer for unity.  
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REALISED  

Lord Christ, whose mercy frees from sin,  

if men repent, that they express true liberty  

as servants of your rule, grant us  

to know the deformations of this world’s desires, 

to pray your prayer, ‘God’s Kingdom come’.  

 

Lord Christ, in whom all things do end,  

we pray your love to heal,  

to make complete the theisms  

which need to find in you fulfilment;  

to overcome the ideologies that God deny;  

the superstitions and use of natural powers in psychic rites.  

 

Lord Christ of whom the vision  

at the end will be yourself,  

draw us in this now of present time  

to end all confusion and perplexity  

dividing those who call  

upon your Name and who confess  

your Incarnate Deity.  

 

O Lamb of God, grant us your peace.  
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APPLIED  

Honour, glory, power be to God  

whom in this day of earth  

we praise, acknowledging the Spirit’s truth  

that we in charity should seek  

the unity God wills:  

his will on earth as in the heavenly realm 

that all baptised should be united 

in one love to serve,  

to put love in where love is not, 

that fears and hatreds, cultural differences 

and conflicts of ideologies,  

political and economic rivalries, 

may be dissolved. 

 

Most Holy Spirit, move our prayer  

in the liberty Christ gives  

that we express Christ’s love for men  

to glorify the Father, to bring in  

the consummation of the end.  

 

 

The Holy Spirit is the Light by whom and in whom we have knowledge. He 

is the Energy in which we are inspired, by which we are enabled to accomplish 

God’s will.  
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Christian prayer is a simple thing, but we make it so difficult. We make 

elaborate withdrawals into an unreal world of piety, separating life and religion 

into two unrelated halves. We imagine God’s will to be our will, the success of 

our particular projects. Prayer is not the avoidance of the ordinary things of life 

but the surrender of the whole of our life and being, in union with Christ, that 

we may know him and the power of his resurrection in the fellowship of his 

sufferings. That is the joy of knowledge and the power of being united with him 

who is our life and being—Jesus.  
From: Christian Prayer, A Way of Progress  

 
 

O God, my God,  

it is enough for me to make response  

in creaturely dependence,  

to move my will to faith’s assent  

so that the limited should answer to  

the Unlimited,  

and love should answer Love.  
A Pilgrim’s Book of Prayers  
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KNOW  

By Christ restored as sons of grace  

we know the Father’s love and Spirit’s unity  

to praise and glorify God’s Name.  

 

Lord Christ, unconquered Might, extend  

in us who pray the witness of God’s truth  

to those who God forget or God deny  

through ideology of scientific humanism.  

 

Most Holy Spirit illuminate our minds  

that we perceive the conflict of the age  

as opportunity to pray and serve  

both those who persecute and who despise  

the Gospel of Redeeming Love.  

 

Eternal Love, Three Persons in One God 

strengthen the faithful, comfort the distressed, 

convert the doubtful, restore the penitent, 

give light to the dying, peace to the dead. 

 

Sure are your testimonies,  

holiness becometh your house for ever.  
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SHARE  

Lord Christ who loveth all, so move our prayer 

that we with you will pray for all.  

Lord, give us grace and faith to persevere 

that men may build afresh a Christendom  

worldwide to witness saving truth—  

in mutual charity seeking unity—  

to serve all men.  

 

Lord Christ, strengthen thy servants to stand 

as Satan stirs false prophets to seduce 

with vanities the adherents to your Name.  

 

Lord, strengthen us with peace within to overcome 

the world that seeks its own desires  

by scientific arts or sorcery.  

Increase, O Lord, the number who are called 

to seek to give both time and quietude  

for the work of prayer and penitence 

in this age of fierce activity.  
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ARRIVE  

In Christ we pray, in him made citizens  

already of the city which descends  

to reconcile the world’s confusion  

through Christ’s victory, as he intercedes  

together with his Saints—his Mother  

and his friends—our friends in him:  

 

Lord give us grace that in the evil of today  

we may endure to overcome by love,  

to bear the fruit of holiness to hasten on the End.  

 

Christ reigns: each rule, dominion, authority,  

and power are judged as they in time succeed.  

 

Lord give us grace to pray, nor hold our peace, 

for murders, sorceries, suicides, violences; 

lust of sex, cruelty to children, despising of parents; 

racial and class hatred, pride of self;  

oppression of others, refusal of compassion.  

 

Christ reigns: all things to him are subject:  

fear not the conflict of the times.  

‘Come’, says the Spirit and the bride.  

 

O Lord, make haste to consummate.  
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The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Rom. 6: 23.  

 
 

In the Eucharist all are drawn by the Holy Spirit to be offered by, with and 

in Christ in his offering to the Father for the sin and need of the world.  

 

 

The way of the Christian is a warfare. He is called to maintain peace and 

love in himself and to spread peace and love in the midst of confusion and hate, 

knowing and bearing the contradiction that is the result, so that possessing the 

righteousness which is of God by faith, we may know him, and the power of his 

resurrection, and the fellowship of his suffering, being made conformable unto 

his death. 
The Face of Love  
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BY WHOM  

Almighty God whose love all things did make  

and who in Christ’s continuing love restores,  

strengthen and renew our minds in him  

that by his grace continued in our prayer  

we may more clearly see to plead  

the suffering of the world.  

 

By Christ’s eternal offering of himself,  

by the love he pleads in us, we make  

the offering of our prayer  

for the darkness and confusion of men’s minds  

that seek their own, despising God,  

for the violence and cruelty men do  

to affirm themselves as dominant,  

for the despair and futility of thought  

that drifts in chaos of disorderedness,  

life without purpose, loving self.  

 

O Lord forgive all those who do not know 

what they do against the Love that draws.  

O Lord convict all those who know  

and knowing act against Love’s judgment.  
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WITH WHOM  

Almighty God, draw us to be incorporate 

in Christ’s re-creation of true holiness  

that we may come to know and share his love 

in loving others as ourselves.  

With his pure offering of himself we bring 

the offering of ourselves  

and all we may encompass in our prayer 

that we and they may be reformed  

to fulfil the measure of his holiness.  

 

Lord Christ, so strengthen us to stand 

that we may bear the cost of prayer  

as ministering his reconciliation,  

ambassadors of love, to bear his word, 

‘Be ye reconciled to God’.  

 

Pride, greed, self-love and power  

rule this present time with fear;  

the deserts that men make still spread; 

 and famine calls—for bread  

and for the Word of God.  

 

Lord Christ, so stir the hearts  

of those who call you Lord  

that tepid love may be inflamed  

with the Holy Spirit’s love  

to energize in loving sacrifice.  
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IN WHOM  

Almighty God, by whom, for whom  

all things exist, whose gift of life  

is love’s increase to answer Love’s appeal  

have mercy on the weakness of the prayer 

that moves the members of Christ’s Church 

that they fulfil his word, ‘be one’,  

both in the Church and for the unity of men, 

that in the suffering of the Church  

the Holy Spirit may outpour new life.  

 

Martyrs to blood, Confessors of the faith— 

their witness pleads Christ’s love for men  

wherever Christian suffering maintains true faith,  

Christ’s manhood strengthening them.  

 

Most Holy Spirit, illumine us who pray  

that we may know the cost,  

in penitence and sacrifice,  

in Christ being made alive,  

the Spirit helping our infirmities.  
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Companion in tribulation, and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus 

Christ. 
Rev. 1: 9.  

 
 

Love of God maketh Jerusalem, love of the world maketh Babylon. The 

latter ‘lifts up its heart in self-glory’. The former says to its God, ‘Thou art my 

glory and the lifter-up of my head’. Therefore let each question himself as to his 

love. 
St. Augustine  

 
 

The victory is not our victory but the victory of Christ in us. He who is the 

Word of God, the Eternal Son, takes the form of a servant and all the weakness 

of humanity so that mankind may be perfectly offered and brought into 

complete union with the Father for eternity. Christ is eternal life and that life 

comes unto us as we depend upon it in the hope that we are really being made 

eternal by Christ, living in the Spirit in the flow and reflow of love, the love 

that casts out fear.  
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PARTAKERS IN THE TRIBULATION  

O God of Triune Majesty,  

teach us, draw us, to know the Father’s love  

as in spirit and in truth we worship and give thanks 

that the eternal Word took flesh,  

suffered, ascended, reigns for ever,  

making intercession that all in him should be complete. 

 

Kyrie eleison.  

Almighty God accept our prayer,  

accept our love, accept our penitence,  

that loving with the love that first loved us  

each remembrance of the things of earth  

may be true prayer: Thy kingdom come.  

 

O Lord forgive, yours are all things, all souls are yours.  

 

Teach us in penitence to see the sins of men  

whereby the tribulations of the world increase  

through pride of self and lust of greed  

and self-begotten fear.  

Teach us to love as we should love  

that we who pray and those for whom we pray  

may know the truth—life’s end is holiness,  

the sanctity of unity,  

through love’s increase in exercising love for God and man.  
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AND KINGDOM  

O God of Triune Majesty,  

inflame our hearts to keep Love’s Word 

as in humble penitence we seek  

to find our Christian unity in Christ our King, 

and plead for all the saving passion of his love.  

 

Christe eleison  

He is himself the kingdom,  

and we the sinful servants of his love  

redeemed in him to pray  

Thy kingdom come, that men may know 

his rule, and turn in penitence to him.  

that the glory of the nations be gathered in 

and all divisions healed  

from farthest East to farthest West,  

from North to South as each is brought to mind, 

conflicts of race and ideologies,  

men’s pride and greed and fear.  

 

O Lord, forgive man’s inhumanities to man.  

 

Quicken, to acknowledge sin, the consciences 

of those who claim your Name,  

that they may be reformed through penitence 

to be the savour of Love’s grace,  

the pardoned captives of his triumphant way 

to bring your kingdom on the earth.  
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AND PATIENCE OF JESUS  

O God of Triune Majesty,  

increase our love that through the Holy Spirit’s energy 

in us who wait upon his will, his intercession may prevail 

to guide the minds of those who lead or rule  

the divided people of the earth,  

that they seek righteousness. 

  

Kyrie eleison  

We plead the Spirit’s overshadowing  

for the problems of race and culture,  

for exploitation of the ‘have nots’,  

for lack of sympathy in those who have—  

that men may see the wrong of their divisions.  

 

Lord God inspire the thoughts of those  

who have the care of social and economic benefit  

especially for the exiles and displaced.  

 

Forgive our soul’s impatience  

at the intractability of situations due to sin,  

human stupidity and stubbornness,  

that we may know and persevere  

in ‘the patience of the saints’.  
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IV 

Lord God, of everlasting Majesty, three Persons in one Unity, draw 

us who acknowledge thee today, to such a simplicity of faith that, being 

renewed through grace, we may be recovered to a unity of penitent 

dependence, praying that Christ’s Body be built up to draw, to reconcile 

and judge all times and places to glorify thy Trinity of Unity.  

 

But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all. 
Gal. 4: 26  

 
 

Ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the 

heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of angels. 
Heb. 12: 22  

 
 

For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, 

saith the Lord. 
Ps. 12: 5  

 
 

One of the errors in thinking about intercession is the idea that the 

individual is giving something to God. Prayer, intercession, is not giving 

‘something’ to God but giving OURSELVES to God that God may bring in his 

Kingdom through us. True prayer is both to see God and to see all things from 

God’s point of view, to see their ultimate purpose and their present deformity, 

and to pray that God’s Kingdom may come and his will be done.  
From: Christian Prayer, a Way of Progress  
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HERE WE HAVE NO CONTINUING CITY  

Glory, honour, thanksgiving be to God,  

for man in Christ is re-created free  

to overcome through grace  

the world’s conditioning to sin.  

 

To Christ, the Lamb of God, who pleads  

the one sufficent sacrifice for sin,  

we bring the history of our day  

its godlessness and violence  

its pride and self-aggrandisement  

that all should be subservient  

unto man—forgetting God.  

 

We bring as creatures humility of service;  

as pardoned captives of Christ’s love  

in penitence we plead  

that we who hold his testimony  

to live his way in truth  

may be upheld in him, to be  

the witness, prayer and power  

of his transforming reconciliation,  

whereby the world is judged  

and the foolishness of faith  

confronts the wisdom of the world 

in Love’s martyrdom for truth.  
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WE SEEK ONE TO COME  

Glory, honour and thanksgiving be to God 

for in Christ made free we know  

the Father’s love made manifest 

and live the Holy Spirit’s fellowship.  

 

Make up, we pray, the number of the saints 

that they stand firm, as citizens  

of that which is to come,  

enduring in the sufferings of the world 

the judgment due to sin,  

in hope depending without despair 

or recrimination at hard circumstance.  

 

Strength the mission of the Church 

in all the world  

that Christ’s servants may proclaim 

the Gospel news:  

Christ reigns to reconcile.  

 

We pray that all whose citizenship 

is hid in Christ enthroned, may patiently  

endure on earth to do his will  

to overcome the temporal conditioning 

of every earthly power,  

to be the fragrance of true witness, 

the pardoned captives of his love,  

to spread his reconciliation.  
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THE HOLY CITY WHICH COMETH DOWN  

Glory, honour, thanksgiving be to God  

for in the end all shall be well.  

Revive in us, we pray, the energies of prayer  

restoring the past, enlightening the present  

to prepare for the future.  

 

Compassed about with many witnesses,  

united in one city, with them we pray  

for the increase of true holiness  

in this our native land.  

 

Restore the past, increasing that which was begun  

in Glastonbury, Walsingham, lona, Lindisfarne;  

enlighten the present in cathedrals,  

religious communities and parishes,  

in contemplation and activity,  

in corporate life or solitude,  

that through faithful souls, true to vocation,  

Christ’s Church may minister in service  

to extend the kingdom of his truth.  

 

Lord of the kingdom which is and is to come  

prepare the future in forming souls  

strengthened in loving to endure  

the re-creation to full holiness.  
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The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him 

in truth. 
Ps. 145: 18.  

 
 

The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the 

Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
 John 4: 23.  

 
 

As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 

rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, 

abounding therein with thanksgiving. 
 Col. 2: 6, 7.  
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THE LORD IS NIGH  

God, whose love is richness of wisdom,  

freedom absolute,  

whose compassion never faileth,  

whose presence is the good  

of all that is,  

grant us to know within our inmost heart  

that you are there.  

 

Christ, God and Man in one perfection,  

transcendence and immanence in Unity,  

Lord, teach me to correspond with grace  

that all my heart may glorify  

the wholly-otherness of Deity.  

 

Spirit of God, whose breath is fellowship  

show me the things of Christ  

that I may only see this world as his  

to exercise in him the ministry  

of reconciling love.  

 

God—Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier— 

draw, offer, and sustain  

my love to do thy will  

in clarity of praise  

to worship and adore.  
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UNTO ALL THAT CALL UPON HIM  

Lord Christ, in faith we make our prayer 

for peace and unity on earth.  

We know that your command is love— 

and through obedience that your gift is peace— 

your very Presence in man’s heart  

to energize his soul’s request.  

 

Lord Christ, in hope we offer penitence 

for the disobedience and falling short 

that hinders us from energizing love  

in the ministry of reconciliation  

which you have given to your Church,  

to put love in where love is not.  

 

Lord Christ, increase your servants’ love 

to repair this age of violence  

that they in humble sacrifice of self extend 

your kingdom which now is and is to come.  

 

Lord Christ, forgive man’s failure to forgive 

those who do, or seem to do them wrong,  

threatening their security or way of life 

whereby men’s fears and hates are fed.  

 

Lord Christ, we intercede in love’s dependence 

that each may seek each other’s good  

preserving peace.  
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IN TRUTH  

Spirit of Truth whose energy is love,  

inform our minds to move our wills,  

that co-inherent with your prayer  

our wills may form one will with yours,  

to plead Christ’s passion for man’s sin.  

 

Spirit of Truth, the helper of our infirmity,  

increase our love that we may pray  

for all, who denying or refusing God,  

seek self in violence, hate or lust 

for drug addicts, drunkards, self-expressionists, 

for first offenders, hardened criminals, 

for maladjusted and insane,  

for those who in despair seek suicide.  

 

Spirit of Truth, showing us the things of Christ,  

inspire our penitence that we endure  

patiently without bitterness to others, 

the general punishments which are sin’s fruit 

that keeping the commandments of God 

they may be to us the grace of witnessing  

Christ’s victory.  

 

Most Holy Paraclete, Comforter and Advocate,  

whose light and guidance fills Christ’s Church  

convict the souls  

of those whose memories are all of earth  

that in the prison-houses of their choice  

they may awake to Christ’s appeal.  
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Be renewed in the spirit of your mind; and that ye put on the new man, 

which after God is created in righteousness and true holiness. 
Eph. 4: 23, 24.  

 
 

The work of intercession looks beyond the conflicts of individuals and 

societies to the order that shall be, and that is, through the patience and faith of 

Christ’s witnesses now being accomplished in the world of time. It is, therefore, 

when the world situation seems darkest that the faithful heart must be lifted up, 

for then it is that redemption draweth nigh. It is the testing time when the 

things that are shakeable are being shaken that those which are unshakeable 

may remain and be clearly manifested to the world, for the temporal crises are 

but the prelude to a manifestation of the divine victory of redemption.  
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VISION  

Almighty God, by whom, for whom creation is, 

draw us to look unto the end,  

so shall we see to do thy will,  

and yearn with every energy of soul 

to be in Christ your will on earth.  

 

Kyrie eleison.  

Lord Christ, whose reign embraces every time,  

whose saving death we do proclaim  

in sacramental rite of unity,  

enable us to share your prayer,  

in penitent obedience for past sin,  

to plead the restoration of your Church  

to witness unity on earth.  

 

Christe eleison.  

Most holy Paraclete, whose fellowship 

is love, inspire our understanding  

each for each, that we may grow  

in loving action to be made one  

and so be led into a unity in truth 

which may bring into the world’s confusion, 

with certainty of proclamation,  

the Gospel Word and Ministry.  

 

Kyrie eleison.  
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ACCEPTANCE  

Almighty God, so lift my soul to see 

the world’s distress and selfish enmities  

that my will be given to you to seek, 

to witness, to maintain Love’s unity:  

here is the place of fortitude to keep 

the commandments and loyalty to Jesus.  

 

Increase the penitence of those who grieve 

for sin’s division in Church and world;  

strengthen in common action of mutual love 

those called to witness to Christ’s Name  

in undergoing persecution or conflict 

with world power and human wickedness;  

unite in prayer and service those who seek 

to minister to the sufferings of men;  

inspire the minds of those who meet, 

acknowledging the Lordship of one Christ,  

to discuss the differences that separate 

and hinder formal unity;  

grant grace to all who love in Christ 

to accept in him whatever cost  

may be the way to unity.  
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CONFIDENCE  

Lord Christ who makes Atonement for all sin,  

forgive the sins done in your Name  

the many cruelties men do to men  

and think them good;  

forgive corruption and love of power  

in those professing they are yours;  

forgive the statecraft and the greed  

that hindered the free preaching  

of your word, to overcome through love 

the hostility and ignorance of those  

who knew you not.  

 

Lord Christ, renew in us  

the former fervour of that love  

which first inspired your Church, 

when first it preached the Gospel  

of your redeeming love.  

Lord Christ, renew in us yourself  

that we may answer faithfully  

the crisis of this present day  

to bring your kingdom in.  

 

Lord Christ, by whom all things exist  

in offering to the Father’s love,  

draw us that with your grace received  

our prayer may be the Spirit’s energy;  

then shall we know in lively hope  

that all returns to unity.  
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If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away: 

behold, all things are become new.  
II Cor. 5: 17  

 
 

Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take thy crown. 
Rev. 3: 11  

 
 

The Word of God himself was sent, and faith in him is far more than the 

acceptance of a system. It is the vitality of being transformed into eternal life, 

into the life which Christ possesses in obedience to the Father in the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, for in Christ all time is being redeemed.  
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REGENERATED  

Almighty Father, whose love didst give the Son 

that in him humanity re-lives,  

to be, through grace received, his Way; 

to know his Truth, to participate in Life  

in the Holy Spirit’s fellowship:  

accept in Christ the prayers we make  

that his Church may manifest  

the humble service of his Way  

and grow in unity:  

strengthen and enlighten those who minister  

his Word and Sacraments:  

perfect the total body of the faithful  

and each and every form  

of loving service.  

 

Father of all, Father of Jesus,  

whose grace restores our sonship,  

accept our prayer for martyrs and confessors  

suffering in Christ to witness Truth,  

strengthen religious communities, solitaries,  

and missionaries in every land,  

and those whose task it is to teach  

the lapsed and ignorant.  
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ETERNAL INHERITANCE  

We glorify and praise the Father for the love 

that gave to man salvation in the Son,  

one Person, God and man in unity 

to glorify the Father being glorified  

in overcoming of disunity.  

 

Lord Christ, strengthen your servants to endure 

and in the tribulation of this age  

faithfully to bear the weight of darkness 

holding within the union of your love  

man’s fear, frustration and despair,  

his violence, pride and lust.  

 

O Lamb of God, for ever interceding,  

have mercy on man’s sin.  

 

Lord Christ, whose harvesting of souls  

fulfils each time to clothe his Bride  

with the good deeds that follow them,  

grant us your peace,  

that here and now we live by faith  

for that which is beyond all time  

to overcome the world’s deformities.  
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TRUE FREEDOM  

Lord God, whose gift to man is liberty  

to choose, who has in Christ  

renewed his gift of life, so live in us  

that we manifest Christ’s Way.  

 

Lord Christ, forgive all arrogance of self  

in our separateness to preserve the self,  

give grace that we renew continually  

our will’s submission to be made free  

wholly to be your servants,  

peacemaking, judging not by selfish ends,  

but understanding each other’s needs  

to bring them to your Truth.  

 

Spirit of Truth, who is our Fellowship,  

illumine those who lead or teach  

to direct the hearts of men  

that they may seek perfection  

to live Christ’s life, made free in him  

from all conditioning of past and present sin.  
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The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all. Amen. 
 II Cor. 13: 14.  

 
 

In the face of Jesus  

we have behold  

joy and sorrow  

in the consummation of the perfect love 

that glorified the Father in himself,  

that gathered in himself  

all that is of suffering  

from creation to the end,  

to rebuke its cause,  

to draw all back to love and unity 

extending throughout all time  

the one sufficient sacrifice of love 

 in love accomplished,  

unto Love’s eternity.  

 

The Face of Love  
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LOVE OF GOD  

Lord God in humble confidence we pray 

in penitence for past and present sin, 

not possessing merit of our own 

but answering Love’s demand for love  

in finite love’s submission.  

 

Almighty Father draw us to the Son 

that in his manhood taken into God 

we and all men be transfigured 

in re-creation to renew life’s purpose 

through his grace, in love’s obedience  

participant in Love.  

 

God is, that is enough for man to know  

our Father’s love to magnify.  

God is, God wills that love prevail.  

 

Lord Christ, whose suffering manhood  

has overcome the guilt of death,  

renew in us Love’s energy.  

 

God is, man’s freedom is God’s gift 

that man may give his all  

to be, in spirit and in truth,  

the finite worshipping the Infinite,  

Love’s mystery of Trinity.  
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THE GRACE OF CHRIST  

Lord Christ, whose inmost gift is peace, 

renew for each true vision  

of your redeeming unity of service.  

Unite us in your work of reconciliation 

for the healing of the evil of today  

as in humility we commit  

ourselves into your Way.  

 

Lord Christ, forgive the many failures 

of our love’s surrender to live  

not I but you.  

The changing moments test integrity,  

we pray we may endure  

to bring in your kingdom’s truth  

to live by sacrifice.  

 

Lord Christ, as we recall today’s  

distress, pour into it your healing  

as in faith we pray  

for Christian unity and for world peace, 

for the lessening of world wide tension  

in ideologies and racial conflict  

as men exploit their fellows  

through lust of power, greed and selfishness— 

propogating man’s sufficiency  

to be himself the end.  

 

Lord Christ, forgive: forgiving, heal.  
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THE COMMUNION OF THE HOLY GHOST  

Spirit of God, uniting all in Christ  

to glorify the Father’s love,  

fulfil in us Christ’s gifts of grace  

cleansing our vain imaginations  

that every thought and deed be givenness,  

the offering of true prayer,  

for the sufferings of mankind today.  

 

 

Love is the end. God is love, a love beyond any conception of human love, a 

love that embraces all his creation, all and every human being, in order that 

man might freely return God’s love and so experience the meaning of love.  

God’s love is unlimited, his mercy without limit, his goodwill without 

qualification. God desires that his people should be what he created them to be. 

He loves them, he never neglects them, he never turns away from them. Our 

Lord never gives up hope of anyone. The desire of God is the saving and healing 

of everyone, that they should be nothing but his love.  

May we continually look upward into the mystery of Love who created and 

redeemed us, praying that all should be drawn into the knowledge of the 

mystery of God. How wonderful it is to be a Christian!—to be inspired by the 

Spirit to look upwards, not merely to be awe-struck, but to have our whole 

being quickened and made alive with the breath of the Spirit, by whom we know 

the mystery of the Father and the Son, three Persons in one God, ever to be 

glorified.  
 From: Christian Prayer, a Way of Progress  

 

 


